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LETTER, 

SIR, 

In a late converfation we had together 
opon the fubjeft of the chriftian religion, t 
told you, that bcfides all the proofs of it 
which may be drawn from the prophecies o^ 
the Old Teftament, from the neceffary com 
neftion it has with the whole fyftem of the . 
Jewifli religion, from the miracles of Chrift, | 
and from the evidence given of his refur- 
reftion by all the other apoftles, I thought 
the converfion and the apoftlefliip of St. 
Paul alone, duly confidercd, was of itfelf a 
demonftration fufficient to prove chriftianity 
to be a divine revelation. 

As you feemed to think that fo compeh^ 
dious a proof might be of ufe to convinco 
thofe unbelievers that will not attend to a 
longer fcries of arguments, I have thrown 
together the reafons upon which I fupport 
that propofit ion. ^ , -^ , A t>\ 



In the s;xvith chapter of the Afts of the 
apoftles, writ by a cotcmporary author, and 
a companion of St. Paul in preaching the 
gofpel (as appears by the book itfelf, chap. 
XX. ver. 6, 13, 14. chap, xxvii. ver. i, &c.) 
St. Paul is faid to have given hirafelf this 
account of his converfion and preaching, to 
king Agrippa and Feftus the Roman go- 
verned-. " My manner of life from my 
youth, which was, at the firft, among mine 
own nation at Jerufalem, know all the 
Jews, which knew me from the beginning 
{if they w:oul.d teftify) that after the ftrifteft 
fcft of our religion, I lived a Pharifee. And 
now I ftand and am judged for the hope of 
the prdmife made by God unto our fathers i 
ento which promife oiir twelve tribes, in- 
ftantly ferving God day and night, hope 
%o come : Fpr which hope^s fake, king 
Agrippa, I am accufcd by the Jews. Why 
ihould it be thought a thing incredible with 
you, that God fhould raife the dead ? I 
verily thought with myfelf, that I ought to 
do many things contrary to the name of 
Jefus of Nazareth. Which thing I alfo 
tf d in Jerufalem, and many of the faints 
did 1 (hut up inprifqn, having received au- 
thority, from the chief priefts j and when 



they were put to death, I gave my voice 
againft them. And I puniihed them oft in 
every fynagoguc, ^nd compelled them to 
blafpheme, and being exceeding mad againft 
them, I perfecuted them even unto ftrange 
cities. Whereupon^ as I went to Damaf- 
cus with authority and commiffion from the 
chief priefts, at mid-day, O king, I faw in 
the way a light from heaven, above the 
brightnefs of the fun, ihining round about 
me, and them which journeyed with me. 
And when we were all fallen to the earth, 
I heard a voice fpeaking unto me, and fay-v 
ing in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why 
perfecuteft thou me ? it is hard for thee to 
kick againft the pricks. And I faid, who 
art thou. Lord ? and he faid, I am Jefus 
whom thou perfecuteft. But rife, ftand 
upon thy feet ; for I have appeared unto 
thee for this purpofe, to make thee a minif- 
ter, ^nd a witnefs both of thofe things 
which thou haft feen, and of thofe things 
in the which I will appear unto thee ; de* 
Jivering thee from the people, and from the 
Gentiles, unto whom now 1 fend thee, tp 
open their eyes, and to turn them from 
darknefs to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they may receive for-» 



givcnefs of fins, and inheritimcc among 
them which arc fanftified by faith that is 
in me. Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I 
was not difobedieqt to the heavenly vifion : 
But fhewcd firft unto them of Damafcus, 
and at Jcrufalem, and throughout all the 
coafts of Judea, and to the Gentiles, that 
they ftiould repent and turn to God, and 
do works meet for repentance. For thefe 
caufes the Jews caught me in the temple, 
and went about to kill me. Having there* 
fore obtained help of God, I continue unto 
this day witncfling both to fmall and great, 
faying none other things than thofe which 
Mofes and the prophets did fay fliould 
come : that Chrift fliould fufFer, and that 
he fhould be the firft that fliould ri(e from 
the dead, and fliould fiiew light to the peo- 
ple> and to the Gentiles. And as he thus 
fpake for himfclf, Feftus faid with a loud 
voice, Paul, thou art befide thyfelf ; much 
learning doth make thee mad. But he 
faid, I am not mad, moft noble Fcflus, but 
fpeak forth the words of truth and fobcr-r 
nefs. For the king knoweth of thcfc things, 
before whom alfo 1 fpeak freely ; for 1 am 
jperfuaded that none of thcfe things are 

i hidden from him ; for the thino[ was not 

k douc Ip a corner. Km^ As^k 



thou tlic prophets ? I know that thou bc- 
lieveft. Then Agrippa faid unto Paul, 
almoft thou perfuadeft me to be a chriftian. 
And Paul faid, I would to God, that not 
only thou, but alfo all that hear me this 
day, were both almoft and altogether fuch 
as 1 am, except thefc bonds." In another 
chapter of the fame book he gives in fub- 
ftance the fame account to the Jews, adding 
. thefe further particulars : . " And I faid, 
what (hall I do. Lord ? And the Lord faid 
unto me, Arife, and go into Damafcus, and 
there it ftiall be told thee of all things which 
arc appointed for thee to do. And when 
I could not fee for the glory of that light, 
being led by the hand of them that were 
were with me, I came into Damafcus. And 
one Ananias, a devout man, according to 
the law, having a good report of all the 
Jews that dwelt there, came unto me, and 
flood, and faid unto me, brother Saul, re- 
ceive thy fight ; and the fame hour I looked 
up upon him. And he faid, the God of 
our fathers hath chofen thee, that thou 
fhouldft know his will, and fee that Ju(t 
One, and fliouldft hear the voice of his 
mouth. For thou (halt be his witnefs unto 
all men of what thou haft fccn and heard. 



And now why tarried thou ? Arifc, and 
be baptifed, and wa(b away thy fins, calling 
on the name of the Lord/* Afts, chap. 
xxii. vcn lo, ii, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. 

In thc^ ixth chapter of the fame book, fhe 
author of it relates the fame ftory with fome 
other circumftances not mentioned in thefc 
accounts : As, that Saul in a vijion faw 
Ananias before he came to him, coming in^ 
and putting his hand on him^ that he might 
receive his fight.' Afts, chap, ix. ver. 11. 
And that when Ananias had fpoken to him, 
immediately there fell from his eyes as it had 
beenfcales. Afts, ibid. ver. 18. 

And agreeably to all thefe accounts, St. 
Paul thus fpeaks of himfelf in the cpiftles 
he wrote to the fcveral churches he planted; 
the authenticity of which cannot be doubt- 
ed without overturning all rules, by which 
the authority and genuinenefs of any writ- 
ings can be proved, or confirmed. 

To the Galatians he fays, '' I certify 
you, brethren, that the gofpel which was 
preached by me is not after man. For I 
neither received it of man, neither was I 
taught it, but by the revelation of Jefus 
Chrift. For ye have^heard of my conver- 
iatioA in time paft iathe Jews religion, how 
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that beyond meafurc I perfecutcd the 
church of God, and wafted it ; and pro- 
fited in the; Jews religion above many mine 
equals in my o,wn nation, being more ex^ 
ceedingly zealous of the tradition of my 
fathers. But when it pleafed God, who 
feparated me from my mother's womb, and 
called me by his grace, to reveal his Soq 
in nte, that I might preach him among the 
Heathen, immediately I conferred not with 
flelh and bipod/* &c. Oal. chap. i. ver. 

II, 12, 15,. 14, 15, 16. 

To the Philippians he fays, *• If any 
other man thinketh that he hath whereof hq 
might truft in his:ficfli, I more:, circumcif- 
ed the eighth day, of the ftock of Ifrael, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews. . As touching the law, a PbarK 
fee ; concerning zeal, perfecuting the 
church ; touching the rightcoufnefs which 
is in the law, blamelefs. But what things^ 
were gain to me, thofe I counted lofs for 
Chrift. Yea doubtlefs, and I count all 
things but lofs for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord, for 
whom I have fufFcred the lofs of all things, 
and do count them but dung, that I may win 
Chrift/* PhiL ch. iii. ver^ 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 
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And in his cpiftle to Timothy he writes 
thus : " I thank Jcfus Chrift our Lwd, 
who hath enabled me, for that he counted 
me faithful, putting me into the miniftry, 
who was before a blafphemer, and a perfe- 
cutor, and injurious ; but I obtained mercy, 
bccaufc I did it igftorantly in unbelief.'' 
Tim. ch. i, ver. 12, 13. 

In other epiftles he calls himfdf an apojile 
by the wilt of Godj by tfje commahdmem of 
God our Saviour^ and Lord Jefus Chriji;.... 
and an apofile not of men; neither by Ynan, 
but by Jefus Chri/i^ and God the Father who 
rdifed him from the dead. 1 Cor. ch. i. ver. 
I. Col. ch. i. ver. i. 1 Tim. ch. i. ver. \. 
Gal. ch. i. ver. i. All which implies fome 
miraculous call that made him an apofile. 
And to the Corinthians he fays, after 
enumerating many appearances of Jefus 
after his refurre£l:ion, " And laft of all he 
"^as fcen of me alfo, as of*one born out of 
due time.'* i Cor. ch.xv. ver. 8. 

Now it muft of neceffity be, that the 
perfon attefting thefe things of himfelf, and 
of whom they are related in fo authentic a 
manner, either was an impoftor, who faid 
what he knew to be falfe with an intent to 
deceive : or he was an enthufiaft, who by 
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the forjcc of an over-heated iiiiagination 
impofed on himfelf ; or, he was deceived by 
the fraud of others, and all that he faid 
muft be imputed to the power of that de- 
ceit ; or what he declared to have been the 
,caufe of his converfion, and to have hap- 
pened in confequcnce of it, did all really 
happen ; and therefore the chriftian religion 
is a divine revelation. 

Now that he was not an impoftor, who 
faid what he knew to be falfc with an intent 
to deceive, I Ihall endeavour to prove, by 
ihcwing that he could have no rational mo- 
tives to undertake fqch an iropofture, nor 
could have poffibly carried it on with any 
fucpds by the means we know he employed. 

Firft then, the inducement to fuch an 
impofture muft have been one of thefe two, 
either the hope of advancing himfelf by it 
in his temporal intereft, credit, or power; 
^or the gratification of fome of his paffions 
under the authority of it, and by the means 
it afforded. 

Now thefe were the circumftances in 
which St. Paul declared his converfion to 
the faith of Chrift Jefus ; that Jefus' who 
called himfelf the MefSah, and Son of God, 
notwithftanding the innocence and holinefs 



12 



of his life, tiotwithftanding the mrracle$ by 
which he attefted his mfffion, liad been 
crucified by the Jews as an impoftor and 
blafphemei-, which crucifixion not only'muft 
(humanly fpeaking) have intimidated othefs 
from following him, or efpoufing his doc- 
trines, but ferved to confirm the- Jews in 
their opinion that 'be could not be their 
promifed Mefliah, who according to all their 
prejudices was not to fuflfer in any manner ; 
but to reign triumphant for ever here upon 
earth. His apoftles indeed, though at firft 
they appeared to be terrified by the death 
of their mafter, and difappointed in all tjieir 
hopes, yet had furprtfingfy recovered their 
fpirits again, and publicly taught in his 
name, declaring him to be ri fen from the 
grave, and confirming that miracle by many 
they worked, or pretended to work them- 
felves. But the chief priefts and rulers 
among the Jews were lo far from being 
converted either by their words, or their 
works, that they had begun a fevere perfe- 
cution againft them, put fome to death, 
imprifoned others, and were going on with 
implacable rage againft the whole feft. In 
all thefe feverities St. Paul concurred,' being 
j^ ^himfelf a Pharifee, bred up at the feet of 
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Gamaliel^ Aft« vii. 9, 22, 23, one of the 
chief of that feft^ nor was he content in the 
heat of his zeal with perfecuting the chrif* 
tians who were at Jerufalem, but breathing 
czit threatnings and Jlaughter againji the 
difciples of the Lord^ went unto the high 
frieji, and dejired of him letters to Da^ 
mafcus toHhe^'J^nagogms^ that if he found any 
of this way J whether they were nien or 
wofmn^ he might bring them bound to Jeru- 

: fakm. Afts ix. i^ 2. His requcft was 
complied mih^andhe went to Damafcus with 
authority and commijjion from the highprieji. 
A&& xxvi. 1 2. At this inftant of time, and 
under thefe circumftances^ did he become a 
difciple of Chrift, What could be his mo- 
tive to take fuch a part ? Was it the hope 
of encreajfing his wealth ? The certain con- 
fequcncc of his taking that part was not 
only the lofs of all that he had, but of all 
iopes of acquiring more, Thofe whom he 
left, were the difpofers of wealth, of digni- 
ty, of power in Judea ; thofe whom he 
went to, were indigent men, oppreft and 
kept down from all means of improving 
.their fortunes. They among them, who 
had more than the rert, fhared what they 

- had with their brethren, but with tl\is ailif- 
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tahce the whole community was hardly fap- 
* pfted with the ncceflaries of life.* And even 
in churches he afterwards planted himfelf^ 
which were much more wealthy than that 
of Jerufalem, fo for was. St. Paul from 
availing himfelf of their charity, or -the ve* 
aeration they had for him, in order to draw 
that wealth to himfelf, that he often refufed 
to take any part of it for the ueccffaries of 
life. 

Thus he tells the Corinthians : "Evett 
unto this prefent hour we both hunger and 
thirft, arid are naked, and are buffeted, and 
have no certain dwelling-place, and labour, 
working with our own hands." i Cor. 
XV. 8. 

In another epiftle he writes, " Behold, 
the third time I am ready to come to you^ 
and I will not be burthenfome to you, for 
I feek not yours but you ; for the children 
ought not to lay up for the parents, biit the 
parents for the children.'* 2 Cor. xii. 14. 

To the Theflalonians he fays, *• As we • 
were allowed of God to he put in truft with 
the gofpel, even fo we fpeak, not as pleafmg 
men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 
For neither at any time ufed we flattering 
Avords, nor a cloak of covetoufncfs, God is 
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witncfs; nor of men fought we glorjr, 
neither of you, nor yet of others, when we ' 
might have been burthenfomc, as the apof- 
tles of Chrift. For ye remember, brethren, 
our labour and travail : For labouring night 
and day, becaufe we would not be charge- 
able to any of you, we preached unto you 
the gofpcl of God/* And again in another 
letter to them, he repeats the fame teftimo- 
ny of his difintereftednefs : " Neither did 
we eat any man's bread for nought, but 
wrought with labour, and travail night and 
day, that we might not be chargeable to 
apy of you/* 2 .Theff. chap. iii. 8. And 
when he took his farewell of the church of 
Ephcfus, to whom he foretold that they 
. ftiould fee hfm no more, he gives this, tefti- 
mony of himfelf, and appeals to them for 
the truth of it : " I have coveted no man's 
filver or gold, or apparel. Yea, you your- 
felves know, that thefe hands have minif- 
tcrcd linto my neceffities, and to them that 
were with me.'* Afts xx. 33, 34. It is 
then ^evident both from the (late of the 
church when St. Paul firft came into it, and 
from his behaviour afterwards, that he had 
no thoughts of encreafing his wealth by 
becoming a chriftian j whereas by continu- 
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ing to be their enemy, he had almoft certaiti 
hopes of making his fortune by the ftivoaf 
of thpfe <vho were at the head of the Jcvvifh 
ftate, to whom nothing could more recom- 
mend him than the zeal that he fhewed in 
that perfecuticn. As to credit or reputa- 
tion, that too lay all on the fide he forfook. 
The feft he embraced was under the grcatcft 
and moft univerfal contempt of any then in 
the world. The chiefe and leaders of it 
Were men of the loweft birth, education, 
and rank. They had no one advantage of 
parts, or learning, or other human endow- 
ments to recommend them. The doftrines 
they taught were contrary to thofc, which 
they who were accounted the wifeft and the 
moft knowing of their nation profeft. The 
Wonderful works that they did, were either 
imputed to hiagic or to irtpofturc. The 
very author and head of their faith had been 
condemned as a criminal, and died on the 
crofs between two thieves. Could the dif- 
ciple of Gamaliel think he- fliould gain any 
credit or reputatioti by becoming a te;icher 
in a college of fiflierraen ? Could he flatter 
l;imfclf, that either in or out of Judea the 
doftrines he taught could do him any honor? 
No } he Icuew very well that the preaching 
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Chrift crucified was a JhmbBng-Uoci to tbg 
y^^Sy and to the Greeks fooUjhnefs. i Cor; 
i. 43. He afterwards found by experience, 
that in all parts of the world, contempt was 
the portion of whoever engaged in preach- 
ing a myft^y fo unpalatable to the world, 
to all its paffions and pleafurcs, and fo irre* 
concileablc to the pride of human reafon. 
We ere made , (fays he to the Gacinthians) 
as thejilthoftbe worlds the off-fcouring of all 
things unto this day. i Cat. iv. 13, Yet 
he .went on as zealoufly as he fet out, and 
%vas not ajhamed of the go/pel of Chriji. 
Certainly then the defire of glory, the am- 
bition of making to himfelf a great name, 
was not his motive to embrace chriftianity. 
Was it then the love of power ? Power 1 
pver whom ? over a flock of ftieep driven 
to theflaughter, whofe ftiepherd himfelf had 
been murdered a little before. All he 
couH hope from that power was to be 
narked out in a particular manner for the 
fame knife, v/hich he had feen fo bloodily 
drawn againft them. Could he expcft more 
mercy from the chief priefts and the rulers, 
than they had (hewn to Jefus himfelf ? 
Would not their anger be probably more 
fierce againft the ddcrter and betrayer of 
5 2 
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their caufc, than againft any other o( tHe 
apoftlcs. Was power over fo mean and 
defpifed a fet of men worth the attempting 
with fo much danger ? But ftill it may bd 
faid, there are fome natures fo fond of 
power, that they will court it at any rifle, 
and be pleafed with it even over the meanefi:* 
Let us fee then what power St. Paul aflurn- 
cd over tl^ chriftians. Did he pretend to 
any fuperiority over the other apoftles? No; 
he declared himfclf tbe leaji of them^ and 
lefs than the leaJi of all faints. Ephcf. iii. 8. 
X Con XV. 9. Even in the churches h« 
planted himfclf, he never pretended to any 
primacy or power above the other apoftles ; 
nor would he be regarded any othcrwife by 
them, than as the inftrument to them of the 
grace of God, and preacher of the gofpel, 
not as the head of a fed. To the Corin- 
thians he writes in thcfe words: "Now 
this I fay, that every one of you faith, I am 
of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, 
and 1 of Chrift. Is Chpft divided? Was 
Paul crucified for you ? Or were ye bap* 
tizcd in the name of Paul ?'' 1 Cor. i. i2i 
13, 14, 15, 17. And. in another place; 
" Who then is Paul, and v^ho is ApoUos, 
but miniftcrs by Avhom ye believed, even as 
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the Lord gave to every man ?** i Cor. ni* 
5. *^ For we preach not ourfclves, but 
Chrift Jcfus the Lord, and ourfclves your 
farvants for Jcfus fake/* 2 Cor. iv. 5. 

All the authority he exercifcd over them 
was purely of a fpiritual nature, tending to . 
iheir inftrudHon and edification, without 
auy mixture of that civil dominion in which 
alone au impoftor can find his account. Such 
•was the dominion required and exercifcd 
through the pretence of divine infpiration, 
by many ancient legiflators, by Minos, 
Rhadamanthus, Triptolemus, Lycurgus, 
Numa, Zaleucus, Zoroafter, Xamolxis, nay 
even by Pythagoras, who joined Icgiflation 
to hfe philofophy, and like the others pre- 
tended to miracles and revelations from God, 
to give a more venerable fanftion to the laws 
he prefcribed. Such, in latter times, was 
attained by Odin among the Goths, by Ma- 
homet among the Arabians, by Mango 
Copac among the Peruvians, by the Sofi 
family among the Perfians, and that of the 
Xeriffs among the Moors. To fuch a do- 
minion did alfo iafpire the many falfe Mef- 
fiahs among the Jews. In {hort, a fpiritual 
authority was only defired as a foundation 
for ten?poral power, or as the fupport of it. 
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by all thefe pretenders to divine infpirationti, 
and others whom hiftory mentions in dif. 
ferent ages and countries, to have ufcd the 
fame arts. But St, Paul innovated nothing 
in government or civil affairs, he meddled 
not with legislation, he formed no common- 
wealths, he raifed no feditions, he affbaed 
no temporal power. Obedience to their 
rulers, Rom. xiii. was the doftrine he taught 
to the churches he planted, and what he 
taught he praftifed himfelf ; nor did he ufe 
any of thofe foothing arts by whixih -ambi- 
tious and cunning men recommend thenu , 
felves to the favour of thofe whom they 
endeavour to fubjeft to their power, ■-^-" 
Whatever was wrong in the difciplcs midc 
his care, he freely reproved, as it bec;imt 
teacher from God, of wliicli numbei; 
inftanccs are to be found in all his cpifl 
And he was as careful of ihcm when h^ 
left them, as while lie rt-fidcd amon 
which an impoftor would hfirdiv h^ ^ 
whofe ends were centered a 
This is the manner in wluch 
the Philippians: ^^Whcrefore^^pH 
as ye have always obeyed, r T 
fence only, but now much 
fcnccj work out your o\ ^ 
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fear and trembling/' Phil. ii. i^^ And a 
little after he adds the caufe-xflly he inter* 
cfted himfelf (o much in their conduft : 
'' That ye may be blamelefs and harmlefs, 
tbe fons of God in the midft of a crooked 
and perverfe nation, among whom ye fhine 
as lights in the world, holding forth the 
word of life ; that I may rejoice in the day 
of Chrift, that I have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain. Yea, and if I 
be offered upon the facrifice and fcrvice of 
your faith, Ijoy and rejoice with you all/* 
PhiL ii. 15, 16, 17. Are thefe the words 
of an impoftor dcfiring nothing but temporal 
power? No; they are evidently written 
by one who looked beyond the bounds of 
this- life. But it may be faid, that he af* 
fedted at leaft an abfolute fpiritual power 
over the churches he formed. 1 anfwer, he 
preached Chrift Jefus, and not himfelf, 
Chrift was the head, he only the minifter, 
and for fuch only he gave himfelf to them. 
He called thofe who affifted him in preach- 
ing the golpel, his fellow-labourers and 
fcllow*fervants. 

So far was he from taking any advantage 
of a higher education, fuperior learning, 
and more ufe of the world, to claim to him- 
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felf any fupremacy above the other apoftles^ 
that he ma^e light of all thcrfe attainmeats, 
. and declared, that he camt not with excellency 
(f fpeccb^ or af wifdotn^ but detehnined to 
know nothing among thofc he converted fave 
jfefus Chrijiy and him crucifitd* And the 
reafon he gave for it was, that their faitb 
fijould notjiand in the wifdorn of men^ htt in 
the power, of God. i Ccr. ii. i; 2, 5. Now 
this condud put him quite on a level with 
the other apoftles, who knew Jefus Chrift 
as well as he, and had the power of God 
going along with . their preaching, in an 
equal degree of virtue and grace. But aa 
impoftor, whofe aim had been power, would 
havea&ed a contrary part ; he would have 
availed himfelf of all thofe advantages, he 
would have extolled them as highly as pot 
fible, he wQuld have fct up himfelf by vir- 
tue of them, as head of that feft to which 
he acceded, or at leaft of the profelytes 
made by himfelf. This is no more than 
what was done by every philofophcr wh6 
formed a fchool, much more was it natural 
in one who propagated a new religion. 

We fee that the bifliops of Rome have 
claimed to themfelves a primacy, or rather 
a monarchy over the whole christian church* 
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If St. Paul had been aftuatcd by the fame 
lufl: of dominion, it was much caficr for him 
to have fuccceded in fuch an attempt. It was 
much eafier for him to make himfclf head of 
a few poor mechanics and filhermen, whofe 
feperior he had always hetn in the eyes of 
the world, than forthe.biQiops of Rome lo 
reduce thofe of Ravennaor Milan. and other 
great metropolitans, to their obedience. Be- 
fides the oppofilion they met with from fuch 
potent antagoniils, they were obliged to 
lupport their pretenfions in direft contradic- 
tion to thofe very fcriptures which they were 
forced to ground them upon, and to the in- 
difputable praftice of the whole chrillian 
church for many centuries. Thcfe were 
ibch difficulties as required the utmoft 
abilities and Jkill to furmount. But the 
firft preachers of the gofpel had eafier means 
to corrupt a faith not yet fully known, and 
which in many places could only be known 
by what they fcverally publifhed themfelves. 
It was neceflary indeed v^hile they continu- 
ed together, and taught the ftune people, 
that they {hould agree, otherwife tlie credit 
of their feft would have been overthrown ; 
but when they feparated, and formed dif- 
ferent churches in diftant countries, the 
faT.e Ecccintv no Iciic^cr remained. 
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It was in the power of St. Paul to model 
mofl: of the churches he formed, fo as^ to 
favour bis own ambition : For he preached 
the gofpcl in parts of the world where no 
other apoftle had been, njohere Chrijl was 
mt named till he brought the knowledge of 
him, avoiding to huild upon another man*$ 
foundation. Rom. xv. 20. Now had he beea, 
an impoftor, would he have .confined him- 
felf to juft the fame gofpel as was delivered 
by the other apoftles, where he bad fuch 
a latitude to preach what he pleafed without 
con tradition ? Would he not have twifted 
and warped the doftrines of Chrift to his 
own ends, to the particular ufe and cxpe* 
diency of his own followers, and to the 
peculiar fupport and encrcafe of his owa 
power? That this was not done by St. 
Paul, or by any other of the apoftles, in fo 
many various parts of the world as they 
travelled into, and in churches abfolutcly 
43nder their own direftion ; that the gofpel 
preached by them all fliould be one and the 
fame*, the doftrifies agreeing in every 

* If any one imagines that he fees any difference 
between the dod^rines of St. James and St. Paul con- 
cerning jultificntion by faith or by works, let him read 
Mr. Locke's excellent comment upon the epiUlcs of 



pianicuiar, withoiJ t my 6m of them 'at trU 
butmg more to hMfetf tli3ia he did to the 

' • • I ZliO ' '■. ,v 

tb^ latter j or let hiro Ofiiy cpnCder tjiefe., wards iri 
the firfl epiftle to the C^onnthlaos, chi tx." v^r. iyl 
^j// / i^eef under my body^ hnd bring It ' mtd fitljt9ion\ 
tijl that by tiny means ^ ^heH^ I have priSthed ' io ^tbittl 
I myfelfjbdufd be 4 cafiavjuy* , * 

If St. Paul had believed or.Uught:, tliat faiih with^ 
out works was fufficient to fave a difciple bf ChrifK 
to what purpofe did he keep under his'body, fince hij 
falvatiob wai not to depend upon that being fobje^ed 
to' the power of his reafon, h^x merdy upon thcfeitk 
he profefl ? His faith was firhii and fo flrongly founds 
^ed upon the rood certain conyi^iofly that he had np 
reafon to doubt its cor^tinuance ; how could he then 
think It poffible, that while he retained that feving 
faith, he might ncverthclefs be a caftaway ? Or if he 
had fuppofed that his ejection atid calling was of fitch 
A aature, as that it irrefidibly impelled faim to good^ 
and reftraincd from evil, how could he exprefs any 
fear, left the lufts of his body fhould prevent his fal- 
vation ? Can fuch an appreheufion be made to agree 
^ith the notions of abfolute predeflination afcribed by 
fome to Sc* Paul \ He could have no doubt that the 
grace of God had been given to him in the moft ex- 
traordinary manner ; yet we fee, that he thought his 
election was not fo certain, but that he might h\\ from 
it again through the natural prevalence of bodHy ap- 
petites, if not duly reftrained hy hb own voluntary 
care. This fingle pafTage is a full aufwer out of the 
mouth of St. Paul himfelf to all the miftakes that have 
been made of his meaning in fomeobfcure expreffioas 
concerning grace, election, and jaftificaMOa. 
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tfthcrsvor cftabliflunga«)rtlMBg even in poiat 
of order, or difdpliqeidi^renf from the reft, 
or more advantageous to his own intcreft, 
credit 6r power, is a moft ftrong and con- 
vincing proof of their not being impoftors, 
but afting entirely by divine infpiration, • 
If then, it appears, that St. Paul had 
nothing to gain by taking this part, let us 
confider, on the other hand, what he gave 
up, and what he had reafon to fear. He 
gave up a fortune, which he was then in a 
fair way of advancing ; he gave up that 
reputation, which he had acquired by the 
labours and ftudies of his whole life, and^ 
by a behaviour which had been blamekfs^ 
touching the righte$ufnefs which is in the law. 
Phil. iii. 6. he gave up his friends, his re* 
lations, and family, from whom he eftrangcd 
and baniflied himfelf for life : he gave up 
that religion^ which be had profited in above 
many his equals in his own nation^ and thofe 
traditions of his fathers^ which he had been 

more exceedingly zealous of. Gal. i. 14 

How hard this facrifice was to a man of his 
warm temper, and, abqye all men, to a Jew* 
is v/orth confideration. That nation is 
known to have been more tenacious of their 
religious opinions than any other upon the ^ 



focc of the earth. The ftrifteft aridproudcft 
fed among them was that of the Pharifecsi 
under whofe difcipline St. Paul was bred. 
The departing therefore fo fuddenly from 
their favourite tenets, renouncing their 
pride, and from their difciple becoming 
their adverfaiy, was a mod difHcult effort 
for one to make fo nurfed up in the efteem 
of them, and whofe early prejudices were 
fo ftrongly confirmed by all the power of 
habit, all the authority of example, and all 
the allurements of honour and intereft. 
Thefe were the facrifices he had to make in 
becoming a chriftian ; let us now fee what 
inconveniencies he had to fear. The im- 
placable vengeance of thofe he deferted ; 
that fort of contempt which is hardeft to 
bear, the contempt of thofe whofe good 
opinion he had mod eagerly fought, and all 
thofe other complicated evils, which he 
defcribes in his fecond epiftle to the Corin- 
thians, chap. xi. Evils, the leaft of which 
were enough to have frighted any impoftor 
even from the mod hopeful and profitable 
cheat. But where the advantage propofed 
bears no proportion to the dangers incurred, 
or the mifchiefs endured, he mufl be abfo- 
lutdy out of his fenfcs, who will cither en- 
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perfeverc. 

Upon the whole, tb'eii, I think I hayq 
proved that the xJefire of weahh, of fame, 
or of power, cpuld be no motive to make 
St. Paul a convert to Chrift ; but that» oi^ 
the contrary, he muft have beep checked 
by thatdefire, as well as by the juft appre- 
henfion of many inevitable and infupporta- 
ble ev}ls,from taking a part fo contradiftory 
to his paft life, to all the principles he had 
imbibed, and all the habits he had contrac- 
ted. It only remains to be inquired^ 
whether the gratification of any other paffioq 
under the authority of that religion, or by 
the means it afforded, could be hjs induce^ 
ment. 

Now that therehave been forae impoftors 
who have pretended to revelations from 
God, merely to give a loofe to irregular 
paffions, and fet themfelves free from all 
reftraints of government, I4W, or morality, 
both ancient and modern hiftory fliews. 
But the doftrine preached by St. Paul is 
ibfolutely contrary to all fuch defigns. Hi^ 
writings* breathe nothing but the ftriftel^ 

. * S^e particularly Rorn. xi. and xiiu ind poL ill. 
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moralicyi obedience to magiftrates, order 
aad government, with the utmod abhor- 
rence of all licentioufncfs, idlencfs, orloofe 
behaviour, under the cloak of religion^ 
Wc po where read in his works, that faints 
are above moral ordinances ; that dominion 
and property is founded in grace ; that 
there is no difference in moral actions ; that 
^ny impulfes of the mind are to dire£l ns 
^gainA the light of our reafon, and the laws 
of nature ; or any of thofe wicked tenets, 
from which the peace of fociety has been 
difturbed, and the rules of morality have 
been broken by men pretending to aft un- 
der the fanftion of a divine revelation. Nor 
does any part of his life, either before or 
after his converfion to chriftianity, bear any 
mark of a libertine difpofition. As among 
the Jews, fo among the chriftians, his con- 
verfation and manaers were blamelefs. 
Hear the appeal that he makes to the 
TheffalonianSj upon his doftrine and be- 
haviour among them : *' Our exhortation 
was not of deceit, nor of uncleannefs, nor 
in guile ; ye are witnejQTes, and God alfo, 
how holily and juftly, and unblameably wc 
behaved ourfelvcs among you thatbelieve/* 

p ^ Digitized by CjOOQIC 
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1 TheflV 11. lo.* And to the Corinthians 
he fays, We have wronged mman^ we have 
corrupted no many we have defrauded no man. 

2 Cor. vii. 2.t 

It was not then the defirc of gratifying 
any irregular paffion, that could induce St* 
Paul to turn chriftian, any more than the 
hope of advancing himfelf either in wealth, 
or reputation, or powen But ftill it is 
poflible, fome men may fay (and I would 
leave no imaginable objedion unanfwered) 
that though St. Paul could have no felfifh 
or interefted view in undertaking fuch an 
impofturc, yet, for the fake of hs moral 

* If St. Paul had held any iecret doctrine or 
Efoteric (as the philofophers call them) we (hoald have 
probably found them in the letters he wrote to Timo- 
thy, Titus, and Philemon, his bofom friends and di(^ 
ciples. But both the theological and moral doctrines 
are exacdy the fame in thern^ asthc^e he wrote to the- 
churches. A very (Irong prefuraptive proof of his 
being no impoftor ! Surely, had he been one, he would 
have given fome hints, in thefe private letters, of the 
cheat they were carrying on, and fome fecret direc- 
tions to turn it to fome worldly purpofe of one kind 
or another. But no fuch thing is to be found in any 
one of them. The fame difinterefted, holy, and di- 
vine fpirit breathes in all thefc, as in the other more 

J- a ir ' /^ • J • ti^edbyGoOQle 

t See alio 2 Cor. i. iz. and iv. 2. *^ 
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cloftrincs, he might be inclined to fupport 
the chriiHan faith, and make ufe fome pious 
frauds to advance a religion, which, though 
erroneous and felfe in^ts theological tenets, 
and the fofts upon which it is grounded, 
was, in its precepts and influence^ beneficial ,. 
to mankind. 

Now it is true, that fome good men in 
tlic heathen world have both pretended to 
divine revelations, and introduced. or fup^- 
ported religions theyknewto befalfe, under 
a notion of public utility : But befides that 
this pradice was built upon maxims dif- 
claimed by the Jews (who, looking upon 
truth, not utility, to be the bafis of religion, 
abhorred all fuch frauds, and thought them 
injurious to the honor of God) the circum- 
fiances they afted in were different from 
thofe of St. Paul- 

The firft reformers of favage, uncivilized 
nations, had no other way to tame thofe 
barbarous people, and to bring them to 
fubmit to order and government, but by 
the reverence which they acquired from 
their patience. The fraud was therefore 
alfke beneficial both to the deceiver and the 
deceived. And in all other inftances which 
can be given of good men ufting this parr, 
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they not only did it to fcrvc good ends, 
but were fecure of its doing no harou 
Thus, when Lycurgus pcrfuaded the Spar- 
tans, or Numa the Romans, that the laws 
of the one were infpiredi)y ApoHo, or thofc 
of the other by Egeria, when they taught 
their people to put great faith in oracles, or 
in augury, no temporal mifchief, either to 
them, or thdr people, could attend the re- 
ception of that belief. It drew on no pcr- 
fecutions, no enmity with the world. But 
at that time, when St. Paul undertook the 
preaching of the gofpel, to perfuade any 
man to be a chriftian, was to perfuade him 
to expofe himfelf toall the calamities human 
nature could fuifFcr. This St. Paul knew ; 
this he not only expefted, but warned thofc 
he taught to look for it too. i ThelT. iii. 4* 
2 Cor. vi. 4, (;; Ephe. vj. 10, .11, 12, 13^ 
14, 15, 16. Phil. i. 28, 29, 30. Gol. i. 9, 
1X5, II. Rom. viii. 35, 36. The only fup- 
port that he had himfelf, or gave to them, 
was, " That if they fuffered with Chrift, 
they {hould be alfo glorified together.'* And 
that " he reckoned that th^ fufferings of the 
prefent time were not worthy to be cc^- 
pared with that glory.** Rom. viii. 17, i8. 
So likewife he writes to the ThelTalonians, 
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** We ourfelvcs gbry in you, in the churches 
of God, for your patience and faith in all 
your perfecutions and tribulations that you 
emiure ; which is a manifeft token of the 
righteous judgment of God, that ye may 
be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, 
for which alfo ye fuffer. Seeing it is a 
righjteous thing with God to recori^penfe 
[]or repay] tribulation to them that trouble 
you, and to you who are troubled reft with 
us, when the Lord jfefus Jhall b3 revealed 
from hea^ven with his mighty angels^ Iffc. 2 
Tbeff. i. 4, 5, 6, 7. And to the Corin- 
thians he fays, " If in this life only we have 
* hofe in Chriji^ we are of all men the moji 
miferableJ** How much reafon he had to 
fay this, the hatred, the contempt, the tor- 
.n;ient;s, the deaths endured by the chriftians 
in that age, and long afterwards, abundant- 
ly prove. Whoever prpfeffed the gofpcl 
under thefc circumftances, without an entire 
copviftion of its being a divine revelation, 
muft have been mad ; and if he made others 
profefs it by fraud or deceit, he muft have 
,been worfe than mad ; he muft have been 
tilt moft hardened villain that ever breathed. 
Could any man, who had in his nature the 
kaft fpark of hprnjiaity, fubjeS his fellowr 
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creatures to fo many mifeties ; or could one 
that had in his mind theleaft ray of reafon, 
expofc himfelf to fliare them with thofe he 
deceived, in order to advance a religion 
which he knew to be falfe, merely for the 
fake of its moral doftrines ? Such an ex- 
travagance is too abfurd to be fuppofed ; 
and 1 dwell too long on a notion, that, upon 
a little rcfleftion, confutes itfelf. 

I woul^ only add to the other proofs I 
have given, that St. Paul could have no 
rational motive tobecome a difciple of Chrift 
iinlefs he fincerely believed in him, this ob- 
fcrvation ; That whereas it may be objefted ^ 
to the other apoftles, by thofe who are re- 
folved not to credit their teftimony, that 
having been deeply engaged with Jefus 
during his life, they were obliged to con- 
tinue the fame profeifions after his death, 
for the fupport of their own credit, and 
from having gone too for to go back ; this 
can by no means be faid of St. Paul. On 
the contrary, whatever force there may be 
in that way of reafoning, it all tends to 
convince us that St. Paul muft have natu- 
rally continued a Jew, and an enemy" of 
Chrift Jefus. If they were engaged on one 
fide, he was as ftrongly engaged on the 
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dtber ; iffliamc withheld them from chang- 
ing fides, much more ought it to have ftopt 
him, who, being of a higher education and 
r^mlc in life a great deal than they, had 
piore credit to lofe, and muft be fuppofed 
to have been vaftly more fcnfible to that 
fort of fliame. The only difference was, 
that they, by quitting their mafter after his 
death, might have preferved themfelves ; 
whereas he, by quitting the Jews,.apd tak- 
ing up the crofs of Chrift, certainly brought 
on his own dcftruftion. 

As therefore no rational motive appears 
for St. Paurs embracing the faith of Chrift, 
without having been really convinced of 
the truth of it ; but, on tlie contrary, every 
thing concurred tp deter htm from acting 
that part ; one might very juftly conclude, 
that when a man, of his underftanding em^ 
braced that faith, he was iq reality convin- 
ced of the truth it; andthat,byconfequence,, 
he was not an impoftor, who faid what he 
knew to be falfe with an intent to deceive. 

But that no fliadow of doubt may remain 
upon the impoifibility of his having been 
fuch an impoftor ; that it may not be faid, 
" The minds of men are fometimes fo ca- 
pjicious, that they will aft without any 
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rational motives, they know not wTiy, and 
fo perhaps might St. Paul;** Ifhalinext 
endeavour to prove, that if he had been fo 
unacc^ountably wild and abfurd, as to under- 
take an impofture fo unprofitable and dan- 
gerous both to himfeffand thofe he deceived 
by it, he could not poffibly have carried it 
on with any fuccefs, by the means that wc 
know he employed, 

Firft then, let me obferve, that if his 
converflon, and the part that he afted in 
confequence of it, vns an impofture, it was 
fuch an impofture as could not be carried 
on by one man alone. The faith he pro* 
feffed, and which he became an apoftle cf, 
was not his invention.' He was not the 
author or beginner of /it, and therefore it 
was not in his power to draw the do61:rines 
of it out of his own imagination. With 
Jefus, who was the author and head of it, 
he had never had any communication before 
his death, nor with his apoftles after his 
death, except as their perfecutor. As he 
took on hinlfelf the office and charafter of 
an apoftle, it was abfolutely neceffary for 
him to have a precife and perfeft knowledge 
of all the fafts contained in the gofpel, 
fcveral of which had only paffed between 
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jrfus Wmfclf and'lii$ twelve appftlcs, and 
others more privately ftill, fo that they 
could be known but to very few, being not 
^ yet made puWic by any writings ; other- 
wife he would have expofed himfclf to ridi- 
cule among thofe \vho preached that gofpd 
with more knowledge than he ; and as the 
teftioiony they bore would have been dif- 
ferent in point. of faft, and many of iheii: 
doftrines and interpretations of fcriptprc 
repugnant to his, from their entire difa- 
grecment with thofe Jewifh opinions in 
whicli he, vyas bred up ; either they muft 
have been forced to ruin bis credit, or he 
would have ruined theirs. Some general 
notices he might have gained of thefe mat- 
ters from the Chriftiaqs he perfecuted, but 
not e:^aft or extenfive enough to qualify 
him for an apoftle, whom the lead error, 
in thefe points, ivould have difgraced, and 
who muft have been ruined by it in all 
preienfions to that infpiration, from 
whence the apoftolical authority was chiefly 
derived. 

It was therefore impoffibje for hini to 
aft this part but in confederacy at leaft 
yrith the apoftles. Such a copfcderacy was 

D 
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rfill more ncccflary for feim, as the underi 
taking to preach the gofpel did not only re* 
quire an eiaft and particular knowledge of 
all it contained, but an apparent power of 
ivorkiiig miracles ; for to fuch a power alt 
the apoftles appealed in proof of thei# 
iniiEon, and of the doftrines thfcjr preached. 
He was therefore to learft 6f theto by what 
fccret arts they fd impofed on the fenfes of 
men, if this power t^ai a theat. But how 
could he gain thrfe men to become hi$ 
confederates ? Was it by furioufly perfc^ 
cuting them and their brethren, as we find 
that he did^ to thfe vfcry moment of hii 
eohverfioh ? Would thejr ventdre to tf uft 
their capital ehemy with all the fecrets bf 
. their impofture^ twth thofe upon which all 
their hopes and credit depended? Would 
they put it \n his power to take away tioi 
only their lives, but the honour of their 
feft, which they preferred ta their lives^ 
by fo ilUplaccd a confidtiice ? Would men, 
fo fccret as not to be drslwn by the moft 
fcvcrc perfecutions to fay one word which 
could cohvift them of bHng ithpoftbrS, con- 
confefs thcmfelves fuch to their pcrfecutor, 
in hopes of his being their accomph'ce ? 
This is ftill more impoifible than that he 
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Sfpv^A atlcnipt to engagpe in their fratt4 
Ifitl^out their confcnt 2fad afliftapce. 

We rauft fttppofc then, that till he came to 
Damafcus^ |)e had no communication with 
Jhe apt?ftlc$, aftcd in no concert with them, 
' ^d leaded nothing from them except the 
dp^ilie$ which they h^d publicly taught 
to ^1 the world. V^hen he came therc;^ 
he told the Jcw$, tq whom he btonght let- 
ters from the high prieft^nd the fynagogue 
igainft the.Chrillians,* pf bjs having fceti < 
in the wicty a great light from hca^yen, and 
beard Chrift Jefu« reproaching him with 
hb perfecution, and contmanding him to gp 
into the city, where it (hould he told him 
.what he was to dq^ But (q 9Cc0uDt for 
his chufing this method of declartog himh 
fcJf a convert to Gbrift^^we muft fuppoic 
that all th^c Deho were with him, whea 
he pretended he.had this yifipn^ were his 
«£ompIices? otherwifc th^ ftory he told 
cou«ld have gained no belief, being contra- 
difted by tlwm whofe teftimquv ^a$ ne- 
ceflary to vouch for the truth of it. And 
7^ how ican we fiippofe, that aU the^ 

* The ditciplef of Christ yrtrt not called Christians tffl 
after this time ; but I use t^e hanit, as most IsmlU^ to ukt 
^ and tp avoid circttinJoattioirt. *^ '' • * 
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meh (hould be willing to join in this Im- 
pofturc? They were probably officers of 
jjufticc, or foldiers, who hid been employ- 
ed often before in executing the orders of 
the high pricft and the rulers againft the 
Chriftians, Ot if they were chofen par- 
^ticularly for this expcditidn, they muft haVc 
,been chofen particularly by them as men 
they could truft for (heir z^eal in that caufc. 
What flbbiild induce ^thcm to the betray:- 
Ing that bufincfs they Werd eriiploycd in ? 
Does it ever appear that they had any <!on- 
tieftion with the m^n they fo lied for, be- 
'fore 6r after this time, or any reward from 
liim for it-?' Thh \s therefore a difficulty 
In the foft <>iirtct'of this impofture not to 
*bc overcome; • ' 

- But further, he was t6 be inftfuftcd by 
o^ at, DiMTlafcas. This inftruftor tbcrfc. 
fdrcmuft have bdieri his accomplice, though 
'they appeared 'to be abfolutcly ftrangers 
*to one another, and though he was a' man 
of afiexceltetit chara^^tr, who Aa^ a good 
report ^ ail the ^s^s ihiit chvelt at Damaf- 
'^usy and fo Was very unlikely to haveicn- 
gaged in fuch an impofturc. Notwith- 
ftahding thefe improbabilities, this man, I 
fay, rnuid ^ave been hi& confident and acr 



complfcc in carrying on this tricked fraud 
and th<j whole ma'tter mui! have bceti prd- 
vidiiffy igrecd oh between them.' But here 
again the objc&ibn occurs : How could this 
man venture ttf a'ft fUch a dangerous part, 
"Without the confent o( the other difciple«, 
cfpecially the apbflles, or by what means 
coiiFd he obtain their corifent ? And how ab- 

• ftirdly d?d fhey cos^^rfVc their bufiiiefs, to 
•make the'coUV^rfibrf of Saul the eflfeif of 

a rniracfei whiioh alt thofe wbD wefc with 
' him muft certify did never happen ! How 

much eiifier Would it baVd been to have made 
' hitti be^pi^efent zt (ovtte pi*etendcd miracle 

wrought by the difcrplcs,.w by Atianias 
'biijifelfi when none Were ^t>l€ t6 difcovcr 

the fratid, and havd imported his^ cmivcr- 
'fion to that, or to the arguments ufcfd by 

fome of his prifbners, whbm hrmight have 

• difcou^fea^ with, md '-qrteftitjhed about 
their fa:ith,^ aiid the gr^imds of it^ in 
ot-det- to colour his iiitclided conver- 

'fion j, " . ' 

As ^tbis was the fafeft, (o it Was the mdfl: 

^ natnrsil method of bringing about fuch a 

- chaftgfe ; iriftead of • afcribing it to an event 

which lay fo open to a deteftiott. For (to 

ufe the words of St. PaulbytooAgrippa^ 

D 2 



ibk thing vmwif^ 4^ne m ^ formr^ AfcU 
^xvi. %6. l>ot IP the eye of the world, 
aQ4 fub^e6l immedialety to the examina- 
tion of thcie who would be moll flri&in 
Jfearchtng latQ tfee truth <rf it, the Jews 
.at JUamaicus. liad they l^en ab)e to bring 
•aay ihadow of .proof to convid him gf 
-fraud in this affair, his whole fchcme of 
inipofture m^fl; have been nipt in the bod. 
Nor w$re tbejy at Jenifalera, whde com- 
mifiiofi he bore, k& c(Hicemcd to difcpvo: 
fo provoking a cheat* , But we find that, 
.maay years, afterwards, wheQ they had all 
ihejifne and qseans they could deitre tsy 
make the f);iJ4^e(l eQq^iry, he was h/cMi 
enough to supp^l to Agrippa in the pre- 
fence of Feftus, Afts xx^t^ a6. upon his 
own knowledge. of the truth of his ftory ; 
who did not contt^id him, though he had 
certainly heard, all that the Jews could ai- 
lege againd the credit of it in any partial* 
Ian A yeij remarkable proof both of the 
notoriety of the faft, and the integrity of 
the man, who^ with fpfearlefs a ccm&ienw 
could call upon a king to giveieftimcmy for 
him, even while he was fitting iq judge- 
ment upon him. 

' Digitized by CjOOQIC ' I 
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But to rttxxrn to Ananias* Is it not 
ibange, if this ftory had bcipn an impofc 
tare, suid he bad bcpn jx)ined with Paul la 
carrying it on, that after their meeting at 
Damafcus we never ihould bear of their 
conforting together, or afting in concert, 
or that the former drew any benefit from 
the friend(hip of the latter, when he b?- 
ca^ie fo confiderable among the Cfariftiaqs? 
Did Ananias engage and coittinue in fudi 
a dangerous frand without any bopr or 
defirc of private advantage? Or was it 
iafe for Paul to (h^e him off, and ri(k tUs 
refcntment ? There is, I think, no other 
way to get over this difficulty, but by fup- 
p<^ng chat Ananias happened to die foon 
after the other's converficm. Let us then 
lake that for granted, without any authpn- 
ty either of hiftoryor tradition, and let us 
fee in what manner this wonderqus imp9f- 
(ore was carried on bf Paul himfelf; His 
firft ca^rc ought to have been, to get Iiiipfisif 
owned and received af an apoftie.by the 
apoftles. Till this was done, tli^ bottom 
he ftood upon was very narrow, nor coi^d 
Jbc, have^y probable means of fupportisg 
jbimfeif in any cfteem or credit a^pog t^e 
diiciples. ^trud^rs into lmpo&ire$ riin 
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double fifks ; they are in danger of being 

'detcftcd, not only by thofcnpon whom tbcy 

'attempt to praftife their chcatSj but alio 

by thofe whofe fociety they fpi-ce themf- 

fdv'es* ?Dto, who muft always be jealous of 

' fuch an ititrufion, and much more from onb 

whb had always bcfoi'e' behaved as their 

'/enemy. Therefore, to gald the apoflle^, 

and bring thefn to admit him into a partici- 

pafi6ii ctf* all their fnyfterieS, all their dc- 

iigfts, and aflltTietr authority, was abfdtit^- 

" ly necelfafry at this fime to Paul. The leaft 

* delay was of dkngefous cbhfequeiiee*, and 

i^Tiiofht cxpofe hitn t6 fiich inconveniencics 

as he never afterw?ird? could overcom6. 

But, inrtciad of a'ttendfng to this hdfccffify, 

he .w^nt into Arabia, ^jlifd* thth' return^ 

i^<\}X\ to Damafc6s'; nor did he go (o 

Jerafalem' till three year^ S^ctc paft. 

GalJ f.'^7,/!8/r-: -'•- - ^ 

. * Now mis coutluiiJ^riay be accbiinfed foV, 

if it be true that (as- fie declares in Ms 

' cpiflle to the Galatfdfe)* ** he'neither rfc- 

' cei'^ed tKe gofpel of ifif man, '* neiAtr 

wis' he taught it, fciit t^ the revcblion of 

.** JerusChrili," Gai: i. 1 2. \ Under fd^h 

^nSSftctv andjrt^ith theaffiftanc* of his<fc- 

vinc'Jiowcr, lie might go on- boldly, with- 



out liny bom^ii aflbciatc? i but an impoftor 
fo left to himfctf, fd depfived> of afl Kelp, 
all fuprport^ all rccbramcndarioa, could not 
have fucccfeded. ^ -^ 

Furtlier ; we find that at Antioch" he 
was not afraid to withstand Feturip'hifate; 
and even t^ reprove him beftre aii the didh 
plei^i because he was to be biamid^ Gal. H. 
11,14. If he was an ibrtpoftor,' hoW could 
lie venture fo tb offend that apoftle, whom 
it fo highly concerned him td agree wiA 
and pleafc ? Accomjilices in ia fraud ^re 
Obliged to (hew* greater regards to each 
other^ fuch freedom belongs to truth 
alone. ' ; . ' 

But Idt tis confides what difEculties he 
had to encounter among thegentiles thenii 
fclves, iii the ehtefprizjehe undertook 6f 
•going tothemi making hitnfelf their apot 
tie,' and converting them to the religion of 
Cbrift. As thi^ undertaking was^ thedif- 
tinguiihing part of his apoftolical funftions, 
that whcih, in the language of his epiftles^ 
ie was particularly called to ; or which', 
to fpeak like an unbeliever, he chofe and 
affigned to himfelf ; it dcferves a particular 
^orifideratibn ; but I fliall only touch the 
^rincFpal points of it as concifely as I can; 



bccaufc ymx ha?e in a great jocafflri? tx^ 
i^uftcd the fobjcd in ypur fate cxciellcrit 
bookoa, tljc rcfurrcfikion, where you dif- 
courfc vith fuch ftrcngth of rcafoD ao4 
eloquence upon tbcdiffitphiejs that oppofcd 
the ptQpagarion .<rf the chriftian rcligioa, 
ia all parts of the world. 

Now In this^ cnttiprizc St. Paul was tp 
contend, firft, with the pjirfixry and pojvcr 
of the magidratcs ; feeoiKHy, with the in- 
tcrcft, credit, and craft of the pricfts ; 
thJrcMy, wiihtheprqudicesand paffions of 
the people ; iQurthly, w^th ike wifdojp aui 
pride of the phifofofiucrs. 

That in all the heathen countries the 
cftabiifhcd religion wai interwoven with 
their civil conftitutton, and iiipported hf 
the mag^r&te as an <^ential part of the 
government, whpeyer has ^ny acquaint* 
ance with aatiquity cannot bat know* 
They tolerated indeed many difercnt woiv 
fliips (though not withfo entire a latitude 
as fome people fuppofe^ as they furred 
men to difcourfe very freely concerning re- 
ligion, provided they would fiibmittaan cx^- 
tcrior conformity with the eftabliflied rites ; 
nay, according to the genius of Paganifm, 
.which allowed pn imcrcommunityjrfj wor? 

o 
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ikipj thfey iti iiid(ijAit€i Admitted, witli-' 
oiit zaf great dFimcuhyi new gods and 
nc^ rites j but ibcf no-whcrc endured any 
attempt t6 overturn the eftjtbliihed rdi- 
gion, or any dire^ (>ppaCttiQti made to it^ 
efteemitlg tbat ^ti tinpatdonable offence, 
not to the gods alone, bnt to the (late, 
lliis W2tsi fo tiniverfal :l ttotion, and fo con« 
flant a tnaxim* o^ beatben pbHty, that when 
the cbriftian religion fet Jtfelf up in o|^o^ 
fition to atU other religions, admitted no 
^ hitcrcommdnity with thtm, but declared 
^that thi gods ot the Gentiles were not to 
be worftiip'ped, iibi any fbcifcty fuffcred 
between them and the only true God ; 
tK^lien this new dfoftrine began to be propa- 
gated, and Wa^e fueh at progrefs a$ to fall 
under the notice of the magiftrate, the 
civii power was eVery ^vhere armed with 
^11 its tefrots againft it. When therefore 
St. Paul Undertook the converfion of the 
Gentiles, he kn^w very well, that the mod 
feverc perfecutions tnuft be the confcquence 
of any fu<^cefs in his dcfign. 

Secondly, This danger was rendered 
mote certain by the oppoCtion he was to 
cjipcft from the intereft, credit, and craft 
of the pricfts. How gainful a trade they. 
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with aU their inferior dcpcodcnts, ma3c of, 
thofc fuperftitiQns which he proppfed to de-, 
ftroy ; how much credit they had with the 
people, as weU as the ftatc, by. the means, 
of them, and how much craft jthcy , em- 
ployed in carrying on their imppftures, all. 
biftory ibews. St.. Paul .could not doub^ 
that ^11 thcfe men would ex.^rt thpir mmpft' 
abilities Co ftop the fpreading 6f the- dpc- 
trinesy be preached ; ^oftines which ftruck 
at. the root of their power and gain, and 
were much more terrible to them t;haa 
tbofe of the moft atbeiftical feft of philofo- 
phers, becaufe the latter cpntented.them- 
felves.with dcnyipg their principles, but 
at the fame time declared, for fupporting 
their prances, as ufeful cheats, or ^t leau 
acquiefced in them a$,e(labli(hmeQts au- 
thorized by, the fanfUon of Jaw, . What-, 
ever therefore their cunning could do tq 
fupport their own worlhip, whatever ^id 
they could draw from, the magiftrate, wh^t-» 
ever zeal they could raife in the people, 
St. Paul was to contend with, upruppoft- 
cd by any human affiftance. 

And, thirdly, Thjshe wj^s to do in di- 
reft oppofition to all the jwejudices anji 
paffions of the people. Now had he coa- 
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llncd"liis prcstchidg to Judca aloac, this 
difficulty would not have occured in near 
fo great a degree. The people were there 
lb nnoved with the miracles the apoftlcs had 
wrought, as well as by the memory of 
thofe done by Jefus, that, in fpitc of their 
rulers, they began to be favourably dif- 
.pofcd towards theni ; and we even find, 
Afts iv. 2 1. and y. 26. that the high 
prieft and the council, had more than 
once been withheld from treating the apof- 
tfcs with fo much feverity, fis they dcfired 
to do, for f§ar of the people. But in the 
people among the Gentiles, nofuch difpo- 
iitions cpt^ld Be expefted : their prejudices 
■were voilent, not only in favour of their 
own fuperftitFons, but in a particular man- 
ner againft any doftrines taught by a Jew. 
A&from their averflon to all idolatry, and 
jrreconcileable feparation from all other re- 
ligions, the Jews were accufed of hatingi^ 
mankind, fo were they hated by all other 
nations : nor were they hated alone, but 
dcfpifed. To what a degree that contempt 
was carried, appears as well by the men- 
tion made of them in heathen authors, as 
by the complaints Jofephus makes of the 
unrcafonablenefs and injuftice of it in his 



Apology. What authority then cwM &H 
Paul flatter himfelf that his preachings 
would carry along with it, amoiig pcopjc 
to whom he was at once both the objeft of 
national hatred, and national fcdrn ? But 
befides this popular prejudice againft a Jew^ 
the doftrines he taught were fach as fliock* 
cd all their moil ingrafted religious opin« 
ions. They agreed to no principles^ of 
which he could avail himfelf to procure 
their affcnt to' tne other parts of thegofpcl 
he preached. To convert the Jews to 
Chrift Jefus, he was able to argtre , from 
their own fcriptures, upon the authority 
of books which they owned to contain di^ 
vine revelations, and from which he could 
deafly convince them that Jefcis was the 
very Christ, Afts ix. 32. But all thefe 
ideas were new to the Gentiles y they ex- 
peSed no Chrift, they allowed no fuch 
fcriptures, they were to be taught the Old 
Teftament as well as the New. How was 
this to be done by a man not even au- 
thorized by his own nation j oppofed by 
thofe who were the greateft, and thought 
wifeli, among theni ; eixlicr quite fmgle, 
or only attended by one or two more under 
the fame difadvantages, and even of lefs 
confidcration than he i 
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'The Hgiit of nature, indeed, without lex- 
^lefs revelations, might have condufted 
the Gentiles to the knowledge of one God, 
the Creator of all things, and to that hght 
St. Paul might appeal, as we find that he 
did, Afts xiv. ly. xvii. 27, 28. ^ut 
clear as it wa^ they had almoft put it out 
by their ^perftitions, haying changed the 
^hry of the uncorruptible Gpd into an image 
made like to corruptible man^ and to birds^ 
und four-footed beasts^ and creeping thingi^ 
findferving the creature more than the Crea* 
tor^ Rom, i. 23, 25. And to this idola- 
tty they were ftrongly attached, not by^ 
their prejudices alone, but by the pafEons, 
*^hich were flattered and gratified in it, as 
they believed that their deities would be 
^rendered propitious, not by virtue and 
holincfs, but by offerings, and inccnfc, 
and outward rites; rites which dazzled 
their fenfes by magnificient (hews^ and al- 
lured them by pleafure? often of a very 
jmpure^nd immoral nature., Inftead of 
all this, the gofpel propofed to them no 
other terms of acceptance with God but a 
^orfhip of him infpirit and trutk^ fincerc 
repentance, ' and perfe<ft fubmiflion to the 
aivinc laws, the ftriJteft pqrity pf life and 
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manricrff, and renouncing of all-thofc Ittrfk 
In which they had formerly walked. . Hovt. 
unpalatable a doflrihe was this to men fo' 
giv^n up to the power of thofc lulls, as 
the whole heathen world was at that time I 
If their philofophers could bef brought to 
approve it, there eould be no hope that 
the people would reljfh it^ or exchange 
the eafc and imlulgence whic^h thofe reli- 
gitf^s t^iey v^cre bred up in allowed to their^ 
appetites, for one fo harfh and fevcre/ 
Btit might not St. Paul, in order to gaia 
them, relax that feverity ? He ntight have 
done fo, no doubt, aiid probably woiild, if he 
had been an inrpoftor ; but it appears by 
all his epiiHcs, that he preached it as pure- 
ly, and enjoined it as' ftrongly as Jefus him- 
felf: 

But fappofing they might be perfuittled 
to quit thck habitual fenfuality for the 
purity of the gofpel, and to forfake theit 
idolatries^, whichSi. Paul reckons amonjft 
the works of theficjhi (Gal. v. 19 zo.J 
for iht fpiritual woi^fhip of the one invifibU 
God^ how were they difpbfed to receive 
the dofirine of the falvation of man by 
the crofs of Jefus Chrift ? tould' they 
who were fared ia notions fo contrary tfif 
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that great myxteryy to that hidden wifdom 
of God^ which fione of the princes of thi) 
world kne%0, (i Cor. ri. 7, 8.) fndinetd 
l*ccivc it aga?nft the itiftf uftions of all their 
teachers, and the example of all their 
fuperrors? could they whofe gbdis*" had al- 
ihoft all been powerful kings, and migh't^ 
Conquerors, they, who at that very time 
paid divine honours ta the emperors of 
Rotn*, whbfe dniy tftlc to deification: wa^ 
the imperial- power ; could the jr, I fay^ 
reCoticHe their ideas to a crucified Son of 
God^ to a Redeemer of mankind on th# 
crofs ? would they look there for him ijuh& 
is the image of the invi/ible God^ thefirsU 
iorfi of evefy creature ; by whom and fof" 
'whom were all things created that are in 
heathen ^ ' and that are in earthy whether they 
be thrones^ or dofnrnions^ or principaUtiesj 
or powers? Colofl^. i. 15,16. No, moffc 
furefy, the riatitral man (to fpeak in thfc 
\Vofds of Sf. Paul, r Cor. \u 14.) receiv- 
cd riot thefc things, for they ^sx^foolijhnep 
to Mm ; neither doidd he know thcm^ becavfe 
fhef are fpiritualiy difcerned. I may there- 
fore' coriclude, that in the enterprize of 
cotlVcrtijig the Gentiles, St. Paul was to 
contend net only with' the policy and p6w'-= 
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cr of nfagiftcatcs, and with Ac mttrctlc^ 
prcdit, and craft of tte pricfts; but alf<> 
v^ith ttic prejudices znd paiEons of thepeo^ 
pic. 

I am next to Ihcv, that he was to ^xpc& 
DO lefs oppoiition from the wifdom and 
pride of the philofophers. Ao<i though 
lome may iipagine^ that men who pretend- 
ed to be raifcd and refine4 above vplgar 
prejudices and vulgar paflipns, would have 
peen helpful to him in his defign, it will 
be found upon examination that inftead of 
^flirting or befriending the gofpel, they 
were its worft and moft irrecoijcilcabJc 
enemies. For they had prejudices of 
|heir own (till more repugnant to the doc- 
trines of Chrift than thofc of the vulgar, 
more deeply rooted, and more obftinatcly , 
fixed in their minds. The wifdom upoo 
which they valped thcmfelves, chiefly con- 
fided in vaip metaphyfical fpeculations, 
pnd logical fubtletics, in endlefs difputcs, 
in high-flown conceits of the perfcftion and 
|clf.fufl5cicncy of human wifdom, in dog- 
matical poiitivenefs about doubtful opin- 
ions, or fceptical doubts about the moft 
clear and certain truths. It muft appear 
}it Srft fight, that nothing could be more 
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^conlradi&pry to the firft principles of the 
chrifti^n religion, than thofe of the atheifti- 
^al, or fccptical fefts^ which at that time 
prevailed very much, both among the 
greeks and Ronaans ? nor fhall we find 
that the thciftical fe^s were much lefs at 
oimity with jt, when ^weconfider the doc- 
trines they hcl4 upon thp naiurie of Gqd 
and thefpuL 

But I wili not enlarge on a fubjeft which 
the mofl; learned Mr. Warburton has 
liandledfo well.* If it were neceflary to 
enter particularly into this argument, I 
could eafilv prove, that there was not one of 
aQ th^ different philofophical fefts then up- 
on earth, not evep the Platonics themfelves, 
who are thought to favour it mpft, that 
did not m^untaiQ forac opinions fundamen- 
tally contrary to thofe of" the gofpel. 

And in this they all agreed, to explode as 
^ft unphilofophical, and contrary to every 
notion that any among them maintained, 
Aat great article of the chriftian religion, 
upon which the foundations of it are laid. 



• See «< The divine Legatioirof Moses, I. iii." See 
also a late pamphlet:, intituled, *' A critical Enquiry into 
"the Opinions and Prectices of the ancient Phik>so]>bers, 
concerning thcjNatareof the Soul, and a future State." 
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titd without which St. Paul declares to his 
frofely tcs, their faith would be vatn^ X Cdrl 
^v* I J', ad. the rcfurreaion of the dead 
with their bodies, of which rcfurrcftioti 
Clyrist was the first Bofn^ Coloff. i. i8. 
befides the contrariety of their tenets ta 
thofe of the gofpcl, the pricje that wan 
comTtion to aH the phHofc5phers, wasof it- 
felf an' ataoft invincible obftacTe againff 
the admiflion of the evangelical dbftrinc^ss 
calculated tohqmble that pride, and teach 
therrl, that profefftng themfehes to be wifcj 
they became fools ^ Rom. i. 22. T^his pride 
was no Icfs intraftable, no lefs averfe td 
the inftruftions of Chriftorof hisapdftle^ 
than that of the Sdribes and Pharifees: 
St. Paul was therefore' to cdntend in hii 
cnierprize of (Converting the Gentile?^ 
with all the oppofition that could be madi 
to it by all the different fefts of philofrf- 
phers. And how formidable an pppofitfon 
this was, let thofe coufider who arc ac- 
quainted frotn hiftory with the greaf credit 
thofe fefts h^d obtafiied at that time in th6 
world, a cred?t even fnperior to thht ct 
the priefts. Whoever pretended to learn- 
ing or virtue was their difciple ; thfe grdir- 
c(t raagiftrates, generals, king*?, ranged 
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fliemfclves under their difciplide, were 
trained up in their fchools, and profcffcd 
the opinions they taught, 
, All th,e fefls made it a maxim lipt to 
dlftyrb the popular worfliip, or eftabliflicd 
religion ; but under thofe limitations they 
taught very freely whatever they pleafed, 
and no' religious opinfons were more warm- 
ly fupported, than thofe they delivered were 
tyr their followers. The chriftian religioii 
at once overturned their feveral fyftems, 
taught a morality more perfeft than theirs, 
and cftabliflied it upon higher and much 
ftrbnger foundations, mortified! their 
pride, confounded their learning, difcovcr- 
cd their ignorance, ruined their credit. 
Againft fuch an enemy what would they 
not do f would t6ey not exert the whole 
power of thefr rhetoric, the whole art of 
their logic, their influence over the people, 
their intefeft with the greiat; to difcredit a 
novelty fb alarming to them all ! If St. Paul 
had had nothing to truft to but his own 
natural faculties, his own underftanding, 
knowledge, and eloquence, could he have 
hoped to be fingly a match for all theirs^ 
tmfted againft him ! could a teacher uh- 
healrd of before, froin an obfcure and^ un- 
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karncdpartof the world, have wifhffdo^ 
the. authority of Plato, Arjftotlc, Epicu- 
rus, Zcno, ArccfilaiK, Carncades, and all 
the great names ^yhich held the firft raok 
of human wifdonj? He might as wcif 
have attempted alone, or with the help of 
Barnabas and i^ilas, of Timotheus and 
Titus, to have erefted a raonarrhy uppH 
the ruins of all the fcvcrat ftate^ then in 
the world, as to haveefcfted Chriftianiejr 
upon the deftruftion of ^H thefcveral fefts 
of philofophy, which reigned in the minds 
of the Gentiles, funong whom he preach- 
ed, particularly the Greeks and the Ro^ 
mans. 

Having thus proved (as I think) that \ri 
the work of converting the Gentiles, St. 
Paul could have no affiftance, but was fore 
on the contrary of the utmoft repugnancy 
and oppofuion to it imaginable from the 
magiftrates, from theprieds, froin the peo- 
ple, and froja tile philpfophers ; it necfcf* 
iarily follows, that to fucceed in that wdrlf 
he muft have called in fome extraordinary 
aid, fome ftronger power thatt that of rca- 
fon and argument. Accordingly we find, 
he tells the C^r/>j/>&/^/w, that his fpeech and 
preaching was not with enticing words of 
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ii^Wf^s ndfdom^ but in detmmtrdtion xff the 
ffirit^ and of power ^ i Cor. ii. 4. And 
to the Thejalonians he fays, our go/pel came 
fiat unto you in word only ^ but alfo in power ^ 
and in the Holy Ghosts i Theff. i, 5. It 
was to the efficacy of the divine power that 
JfC aferibed all hi^fuccefs in ihofe countries, 
atod wherc-ever elfe he planted the gofpel 
o!f Chrift. If that power really went with 
him, it would enable him to overcome all 
Ihofc difficulties that ohftrufted his enter- 
prizc, bur then he was not an impoftor : 
our enquiry therefore mufl: be, whether 
(fuppofin^ him to have been an impoilorV 
he could by pretending to miracles have' 
overcome all thofe difficulties, and carriec^ 
on his work with fuccefs ? 

Now t6 give miracles, falcly pretended' 
to^ any reputation, two c'rrcumftanccs arc' 
|>rincipally necefTary, an apt difppfition in 
thofe whom^ they are4efigTied to impofe 
upon, and a powerful confederacy to carry 
on:, and abate the cheat. Both thefe cir- 
cumftances, or at leafl one of them, have 
alvvays accompanied all the falfe miracles 
ancicBt and modern, which have obtained 
any credit among mankind. To both 
thefe was owing the general faith of the 
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heathen world in oracles, aulplces, augu-r 
rics, and either impoftures, by which the 
priefts combined with the magiftrates, fup- 
ported the national worftiip, and deluded 
a people prepoflefled in their favour, and 
willing to be deceived. Soth t^he fame 
caufes likewife co-operate in the belief that 
is given to popi(h miracles among thofe of 
their own church. Qut neither of thefc 
affifled Saint Paull ' What prepoflfcffion 
could there have been in the minds oF the 
Gentiles, either in favour of him, or the 
doftrines he taught ; or rather, what prc- 
pdTeflions could be ftronger than thofe^ 
which they undoubtedly had agfainft both ? 
If he had remained in Judca, it might have 
been fuggefted by unbelievers that the 
Jews were a credulous people, apt to feek 
after miracles, and to afford them ancafy 
belief ; and that the fame of thofe faid to 
be done by Jefus himfclf, and by his apof- 
tles, before Paul declared his converfion, 
had prcdifpofed their minds, and warmed 
their imaginations to the admiffion of others 
fuppofed to be wrought by the fame powen 
The fignal miracle of the apoftles fpeak- 
ing with tongues on the day of Pentecoft, 
had made three thoufand converts ; that 
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of healing the lame man at the gate of the 

" temple five thbufand more, Afts ii. ven 41 . 
ch. iv. vcr. 4. Nay, fucH was the faith of 
the multitude, that they brought forth the 
fick into the ilreets, and laid them on beds 
and couches, that at the least theJhaHt/tv of 
Feter pajftn^ by rrn^ht overjhadow fome of 
ihem^ Afts v. vcr. 15. " Here was there- 
fore a good foundation laid for Paul to 
proceed upon iii pretending to fimilar mi- 
raculous Works ; though the ' pricfts ari4 
the rulers were hardened againft them, thc- 
peopfe were inclined to give credit to themn 
and there was rcafon to hope f6r fticccfsf 
among them both at Jerufalem, and in all 
the regions bclongiiig to the Jcws^. But 
ho fuch difpofitiotts were to be found in the 
Gentiles. There was among them no 
matter prepared for fmpofture to wtork uj)- 
on, no knowledge of Chrift, no thought 
of his power, or of the pother of thofc 
tvho came in his name. Thus when at 

' Lyftra St/Paul healed the man who was a 
cripple from his birth. Ails xiv. fo far 
were the people there from fuppofing that 
he could be able to do fuch a thing as an 
apoftle of Chrift, or by any virtue derived 
from him, that they took Paul and Barna- 
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.has to be gx)ds.of their own come down V ? 
the Iikenefs of tncnV and would have (^' 
crificcd to them as fuch. 

Now I aflc, did the citizens of'Xi^^' 
concur in this matter to the deceiving thCm 
felves ? Wete their imaginations over-hefJ) 
ed with any conceits of miraculous po\t \ 
belonging to Paul, which could dtf^i 1 
them to think he .worked fuch a lUl] 1 
when he did not ? As the contrary' is * 
dent, fo in all other phces to which "^^ 
carried the gofpel, it may be proved to c 
raonftration, that he could find no difpo 
tion^ no aptnefs, no bias to aid his impc^ 
ture, if the miracles, by which he ever 
where confirmed^ his preaching, had nc 
been true-' 

On the other hand let us examine, wh^ 
ther without the advantage of fuch ai 
ailiftance there was any confederacy ftroni 
enough to impofe his falfe miracles upoi 
the Gentiles, who were both unpreparo 
and undifpofcd to receive them. The con 
trary is apparent. He was in no combina 
tion with their prieftsor their magittrattsi 
npfea or party among them gave him M 
help ; a 1 eyes were open and waichfult; 
detca his impoftures, all hands ready 



*^l pnnifli him as fooii as ' detcftcd. Had he 

^ Iremaiocd in Judea, he would at leaft have 

[had many confederates, all the apoftlcs, 

^^^Tall the difciples of Chrift, at that time 

'^^^pretty numerous ; but in preaching to the 

^'ir Sen tiles he was often alone, never with 

i^re than two or three companions, or 

f;!^owers. Was this a confederacy po^- 

fbtbl enough to carry on fuch a cheat, in 

p/many different parts of the world, a- 

.\ i^inft the united oppofition of the magif- 

in^ates, priefts, philofophers, people, all 
combined to deteft and cxpofe their 
f^ frauds ? 

^^' ^ Let it be alfo confidered, that thofe up- 
^^jon whom they praftifed thefe arts were 
V *not a grofs or ignorant people, apt to mif- 
"^ I take any uncommon operations of nature, 
^ ^ or juggling tricks, for miraculous afts. — 
^^^ The churches planted by St, Paul were in 
^P? the moft enlightened parts of the world, 
P . among the Greeks of Ada and Europe, 
^^^ among the Romans, in themidfl: of fcience, 
^^'^'^ philqfophy, freedom of thought, and in 
;^^^ an age more inquifitivcly curious into the 
'^^^ powers of nature, and lefs inclined to cre- 
^f" . dit religious frauds than any before it, — 
^^! Nor were they onljr the lowcft of the peo- 
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pj^c that he converted. S.ergius Paulus the 
ptroconful of Paphos, Eraftus, chambe- 
Jain* of Cprlnth, aud Dionyfius the Arco- 
pagite, w^re his profelytcs. 
. Upon the whblc, it appears beyond con* 
iradiftion, that his prctehfion to miracles 
was not afliftcd by th^ difpofition of thbfc 
ivhom he , defigncd to convert by thofe 
ipeans,^ nor by any powerful confederacy 
to carry oh and abet the cheat, without 
both whicfi concurring circumftanccs, or 
one at leaft, no fuch pretenilion was ever 
fuppgrtedwi'th any fucccls. 

Both thefecircumftances concurred even 
in the late famous miracles fuppofed to be 
done at -^bbe Paris's tomb. They had 
not indeed, the fiippprt of the government, 
and for^ that reafon appear to deferve more 
attention than other popifli miracles ; but 
they were fupported by all the Jahfenifts, 
a very powerful and numerous party in 
France, made up partly of wife and able 
men, partly of bigots and enthuiGafts. — 
All : thefe confederated together to give 
credit to miracles, faid to be worked m 
behalf of their party ; and thofe who be- 
lieved in them were ilrbngly difpofed t© 

• Ti^aiurtr or bailiff of tht citf,c>ogIe 
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that belief. And yet with thcfe advant^* 
gcs how eafily were they fuppreffed ! 6n^ 
ly by walling up that part of the church, 
where the tomb of the faitit, who was fup* 
pofed to work them,'^ was placed { Sooii 
after this was done, a paper Ivas fixtfd oi| 
the wall with this infcription : ' 
De par le Roy d:fenfe a Dieu 
De faire miracle en ce lieu. 

In Englilh thus : " By the coiiimaiid of 
the king, God is forbidden to work anj^ 
more miracles here/' 

The pafquinade was a witty one, but 
the event turned the point of It againft 
the party by which it was made : for if 
God had really worked any miracles there, 
could this abfurd prohibition have takeii 
effeft ? Would he have fuflFered his pijrpofe 
to be defeated by building a wall ? Wheil 
all the apoftles ^vere (hut Up in prifon to 
hinder their woAing of miracles, the an* 
gel of the Lord opened the prifoil doors; 
and let them out, Afts v. i6, and the fol- 
lowing verfes, to the 26th. But the pow- 
cr of Abbe Paris could neither throw down 
the wall that excluded his votaries, nor 
operate through that impediment, 
yet his miraclea^are often compare^ wj; 

F 2 



66 

^ ^^pipottd hf mhdmtxs to thofc of 
Cfarili and his apofttes which is the rcaToa 
of my having ta^ca thif particular not^^ 
of ^licrn her^. But tp go back to the 
times ncartr tQ St. Paul's; There is in 
XiUcian^ aa account pf a very extraordir 
tfkZxj and fucce&ful impofture carried on ii^ 
iiis days, by one Al^xandcit of Pcuitus, 
y/bo introduced a new god intq that coun^ 
fry/ wh<3tfc prpfb^t he called himfclf^ and 
Ifi whole qamc he petended tq miracles, 
^d delivered oracles, by which lie acquir^ 
ed great wealth and power. All the art| 
l^y which this cheat was managed are lai4 
. open by Liician, and nothing can better 
pomt out the difference between imppfture 
and truth, than to obferve the difierent 
^ndu6 of thi^ mau aj^d $t. Paul Alcxr 
|inder made 1^0 alceratipn in the religioQ 
fftabiiftcd in jPontu? before; he only graft- 
ed hi$ own upoii U ; and fparoi no pains 
to intercfi; In thp fuccefs of it the whol^ 
Iieat^en prie^hpodj npt only in Pontus, 
tut ali over ((he world,t fending great 
iiui9.ber|of thofe who came to coipuiLt hiqi 
to ottier oracles, that wer« a.t that time luj 

<^ See the Fseudomantis of Lueuin. ^ooqIc 
^y fiemhm. 'iMtrm, Wano. page 7^, 7^. 
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the higheft vogue J by which mcwshe^cn- 
gagcd the,m all to fupport. the reputation 
of his, and abet hisiiinpofture.^ He fpoke 
with the greatcft refpeft of all the fe£h of 
phll6fophy, except the Epicureans, wh6 
from their principles, he was fure would 
deride and oppofe his fraud ; for though 
they prefumcd not to innovate, and over* 
turn cftablifhcd religions, yet they very 
freely attacked and expofed all innovations 
that were introduced under the name of 
religion, and had not the authority of a 
legal cftablifliment.t To get the better of 
their oppofition, as well as that of the, 
Chriftians, he called in the aid of pcrfe- 
cution and force, exciting the people a^ 
gain(| them, and anfwcring objcftions with 
Aones.| 'Xh^i he might be fure to get 
money enojagh, he delivered this oracle in 
the name of his god,|[ / command you to 
grace with gtjfii my prophet and minhter; 
for I have tfp regard for riches mjfelf but 
the greatest for my prophet. And he fhar- 
fd the gain; that he made, which were. 

* Ibid. pag« 763. 

)r Ibid, page 762, 763, 773, 774. 
f Ibid, page 762, 768, 773, 774. 
I MimtriSut ckearare tneuniv^fem atqae imnistrut^t 
Prfiipio'-'-mec ppum mlhi curat at niaxima'imii** - " 
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immcnfc,, among an infinite; number of af- 
fociates, and inftrumcnts, whom he ciri- 
ploycd in carrying on and fupport his fraud. 
When any declared themfclves to be his 
icnemies, againft whom he durft not pro- 
ceed by open force, he endeavoured, to 
gain them by blandifliments, and having 
got them into his power, to deftroy them 
by fecrct ways ; which arts he pra^lifed 
Ugainli Lucian himfclf * Others he kept 
in awe and dependence upon him, by de- 
taining in his own hands the written quef- 
tions they had propofed to his god upon 
Hate^aiFairs ; and as thcfe generally came 
From men of the greateft power and rank, 
his being poiTeired of them was of infinite 
fervice to him, and made him mafter of all 
their credit, and, of no little part of chcir 
wealth.^ ^ 

He obtained the proteftion and friend- 
fljip of Rutilianus, a great Roman general, 
hy flattering him, with promifes of a very 
johg life, and exaltation to deify after 
death ;| and at lafl: having quite turned 
liis head, enjoined hfm by an oracle to 
niarry his daughter, whom he pretended 

* Pceudom. Ludan.yano.p.779, 7^$Tp^- . 

I lh\^. 7^7. ^ Ib«d. ?68. OgtizedbyL-OOgle 
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tp hay,c h^d by the Moon; which com** 
mand Rutllianus obeyed, and by his alli^ 
^nce fccurcd this, imppftor from any dan-^ 
ger of puiiiflimcnt;* the Roman gover*.*^ 
nor of Bithynia aqd Pontus cxciifing hiro* 
fclf on that account from doing jufticeup-; 
on him, when Ludan ahd feveral others 
offered themfelves to be his accufers.f 

He never quitted that ignorant and bar-' 
barous country, which he had made choice 
of at firft as the fittcft to play his tricks in 
undifcovered ; but reljding himfelf among 
thofe iuperftitious and credulous people, 
extended his fame to a great diftahce by 
the emiffaries which he employed all over 
the world, efpecially at Rome, who did* 
not pretend themfelves to work any mira* 
cles, but only promulgated his, and gave 
him intelligence of all that it was ufeful for 
him to know. I 

Thcfc were the methods by which thi * 
remarkable fraud was conduced, every 
one of which is direflly oppofite to all thofe 
ufed by St. Paul in preachitig the gofpel ; 
and yet fuch methods alone could give fuc<^ 

• Ibid. 781, • 

t Pseudomant. Lucian. Varh* page 753<^^^p.T^ 

t Ibid. 762, 760. i'»".ze..v^oogle 
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ccf? t6 achcat of this kind. I will not 
mention the many debaucheries, and wick- 
ed enormities committed by this falfe pro- 
j^t under the mafk of religion, which is 
another charaifteriilical difference bei^weca 
hiin and St. Paul ; opr the ambiguous an- 
fwers, cunning evafions, and juggling ar- 
tifices which he made ufe of, in all which 
it is eafy to fee the evident marks of an 
impoflnre, as well as In the objefts.he 
plainly appears to have had in view.— 
That which I x:hiefly inCft upon is the 
ftrong confederacy with which he took care 
to fupport his pretoifion to miraculous, 
ppwer$, and the apt difpofition in thofc 
he impofed upon to concur and ^fHO; in de- 
eeiviqg themfelves; advantages entirely 
wanting to the apoftle of Chrift. 

From all this I think it may be condud- 
1^, that no human means employed by 
St> Paul in his defign of converting the 
Gentiles, were or could , be adequate to 
the great difficulties he had to contend 
with, or to the fuccc& that we knew at- 
tended his work ; and we can in reafon 
alcribc that fuccefs to no other caufe, but 
the power of God going along with and 
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aiding his miniftry, bccaufe no other was 
equal to the cffcd. 

Having then fhcwn that St. Paul had no 
rational motives to become an; apoftle of 
Chrift, without being hirafelf convinced 
of the truth of that gofpel he preached, 
and that, had he engaged in fuch an im- 
pofturc'without any rational motives, he 
would have had no poffible means to carry 
it on with any fuccefs ; having alfo brought 
reafons of a very ftrong nature, to make 
it appear, that the fuccefs he undoubtedly 
had in preaching the gofpel was an efFeft 
of the divine power attending his miniftry, 
I might reft all my proof of the chriftian 
religion being a divine revelation upon the 
arguments drawn from this head alone.— 
But to confider this fubjeft in all poiSbIc 
lights, I Ihall purfue the propofition which 
I fct out with through each of its fcvcral 
parts ; and having proved, as I hope, to 
the conviction of any impartial man, that 
St. Paul was not an impoftor, who faid 
what he knew to be falfe with an intent to 
deceive, I come next to confider whether 
he was an enthufiaft, who by the force of 
an overheated imagination impofcd upon 

* himfclf. izedbyGoOgle 
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Now thcfc arc the ingredients of which 
, cnthufiafm is generally compofed ; greiat 
Iieat of temper, melancholy, ignorance, 
credulity, and vanity, or ' ielf-conceit.-«f- 
That the firft of thefe qualities wis in' St. 
J*aul may be concluded' from that fervour 
of zeal with which he afted both as Jew 
and Chriftian, in main^ming that which 
Jic thought to be right ; and' hence, I (up- 
pofe, as well as ft^om the impoffibility of 
his having been an impbftor, fomc tmbe- 
lievers have chofcn to cdnfider him as a^n 
cnthufiaft. But this quality aloiie will not 
be fufficient to prove hiin to havd been fo, 
in the opinion of any reafdnaible iiiaii.— 
The faine tetnper has been common to 
others, who undoubtedly wer^ not cnthii- 
fiafts, to the Gracchi, to Brutus,' to ma- 
ny more among the beft and wifeft of men. 
Nor does it 'appear thai this difpofition 
had fuch a maftery over the ttiind of St. 
Paul, that he was noi able at air times to 
rule and controul it by the dilates of rea- 
son. On the contrary he was fo much the 
xnaller of it, as, in matters of an indif- 
ferent nature, to becoTne all things to all meii^ 
I 'Cor. ix: 20, 21, 22. bendiiighisnotidas^ 
^nd manners to theirs, fo far as his duty 



ig (Xo6 would permit, with the inoft pli- 
ant condefccnfion; aconduft neither com- 
patible with the ftiffncfs of a bigot, nor . 
the Violent impulfes of fanatic delufions. 
His zeal was eager and warm, but tem- 
pered with prudence, and even with thc^ 
civilities and decorums of life, as appears 
by his behaviour to Agrippa, Fcftiis, and^ 
Felix, not the blind, inconfidcratCj inde*, 
cent 2eal of an enthufiaft. 

Let us now fee if any oiic of thofc other 
qualities which I have laid down, as dis- 
pofing the mind to enthufiafm^ and as bcri. 
ing charafteriftical of it, belong to St; 
Paul, Firft, as to melancholy, which o^ 
all difpofitions of. body or mind is mo(k, 
prone to enthufiafm,* it neither appears 
by his writings^ nor by any thing told o£ 
him in the Afts of the Apoftles, nor by 
any other evidence, that St. Paul was in- 
clined to it more than other men. Though 
he was full of remorfe for his former igi 
rioratit perfecution df the church of ChriSi 
i^e read of no gloomy penances, no extra- 
vagant mortifications^ futh as the Bra- 
tains, the Jaugues, the monks of La 
Trape, and other melancholy cnthufiafts 

• yoisphus centra Jpicti. \h. i:. chap." Sr. ^^^8^^ 
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inflift on tl;iemfclvcs. His holixicfs only 
confiftcd in the fimplicity of a good life, 
and the unwearied performance of thofc 
apoftolical duties to \vhich he was called. 
ITie fufFefings he met with on that account 
he chdeffully bore and even rejoiced in 
them for the love of Chrift Jefus, but he 
brought none on himfelf ; we find, on the 
Contrary, that he pleaded the privilege of 
a Roman citizen to avoid being whipped; 
r could mention more ioftances of his hav- 
ing ufed the bdft methods that prudence 
could fuggefl:, to efcape danger, and fliun 
perfecution, whenever it could be done 
without betraying the duty of his office, 
or the honour of God.* ^ . . 



* A remarkable instance of this appears in his conduct 
am6ng the Athenians.- There was at Athens a law which 
made it capital to introduce or teach any new gods in their 
state (1). Therefore when Paul was preaching ^tus and 
the returrection to the Athenians, some of them carried him. 
before the court of Areopagus, (the ordinary judge of 
Criminal matters, and in a particular manner entrusted with 
the care of. religion) as havmg broken this Jaw, andbein'g 
a setter forth of' strange gods. Now in this case an impos- 
tor would have retracted his doctrine to save his life, and 
an enthusiast would have lost his life without trying to 
save it by innocent means. St. Paul did neither the one 
nor the other ; he availed himself of an altar which he had 
£bund in the city,: inscribed tothevnkno^n God, and j>lead- 
ed that he did not propose to them the worsliip of any new 
godf but only explained to them one whom their govern- 
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Compare with this the conduft of Fran- 
cis of Ailifi, of Ignatius Loyola, and other 
cnthufiafts fainted by Rome, it will be 
found the reverfe of St. Paurs, " He 
yuijhed indeed to die^ and be with Christ f* 
but fuch a wifli is no proof of melancholy, 
or .of enthufiafm ; it only proves his cou- 
viftion of the divine truths he preached, 
and of the happinpfs laid up. for him in 
thofe blcffcd abodes which had been (hcw.n 
to him even in thi$ life. Upon the whole, 
lieither m bis aftions, nor in jhe inftruc- 
tions he gave to thofe under his, charge, is 
.there any tinfture of melancholy, whi(;h 
yet is fo effcntial a charafteriftic of enthu- 
fiafra, that I have fcarce ever heard of any 
cnthufiaft ancient or modern, in whom 
fomc very evident marks of it did not ap- 
pear* 

As to ignorance, which is another ground 
of enthufiafm, St. Paul was fo far from it, 

ment had already received j 'vihom therefore ye ignoranfly 
vjorship, oim declare I unto you. By this he avoided the 
law, and escaped being condemned by the Areopagus, 
without departing in the least from the truth of the gospel, 
or violating the honour of God. An admirable proof in 
my opinion^ of the good- sense with which he acted, and 
one that shews there was no mixture- of fanaticism in his 
religion » 

(1) Acts xvii. l!f yosepbui contra Jpion, lib. il ch. 7. 
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that he appears to have been mafler not W 
the Jewifli learning alone, but of the 
Greek. And this is pne reafon why he is 
lefs liable to the imputation of having been 
an enthufiafl: than the other apoflles, the* 

' none of them were fuch no more than he, 
as may by other arguments be ipvincibly 
proved. 

I have mentioned credulity as another 
charafteriftic and caufe of enthufiafm, 
which that it was not in St. Paul the hif. 
tory of his life undeniably fhews. For, oq, 

• the contrary, he fcems to have been flow 
and hard of belief in the extremeft degree, 
having paid no regard to all the miracles 
done by our Saviour, the fame of which 

' he could not be a ftranger to, as he liyed 
in Jerufalem, nor to that iignal one done 
after his refurreflion, and in his name by 
Peter and John, upon the lame man at the 
beautiful gate of the temple ; nor to the 
evidence given in confequence of it by Pe«^ 
ter, in prefenceof thehigh prieft, the rulers, 
elders and fcribes, that Christ was raised^ 

from the dead^ Afts iii. He muft alfo 
have known, that when all the apostles had 
been Jbut uf in the common prifon^ and the 
high priest^ the council^ and all the fenaie 
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jf the chi0ten of Ifrael had fent their offi- 
cers to bring them before them^ the officers 
came and found them not in prifon^ but re^ 
turned^ and made this report : "^^Theprt* 
fin truly found we fhut with allfafety^ and 
the keepers standing without before the doors ^ 
but when we had opened we found no man 
within.** And that the council was imme- 
diately t©ld, that the men they had put in 
prifon were standing in the temple^ and 
teaching the people. And that being brought 
froni thence before the council^ they had 
fpoke thcfc memorable words. We ought to^ 
obey God rather than men. The God of our. 
fathers raifed up yefus^ whom ye'Jlew and 
hanged on a tree- Him hath God exalted 
with his right hand to be a Prince and Sa- 
viour^ for to give repentance to Ifrael^ and 
forgivene/s of fins, ^nd we are his wit- 
neffcs of thefe things^ and fo is alfo the Holy 
Ghost^ whom God has given to them that 
obey him. Afts v. i8, 21, 22, 23, 25, 
27, ^9, 30, 31, 32- All this he refut- 
ed, and^vas confcnting to the murder of 
Stephen, who preached the fame thing, 
and evidenced it by miracles, Afts viii. 1. 
So that his mind, far from being difpofed 
to a credulous faith, or a too eafy reccp- 
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Hon of anjr miracle worked in proof of the 
chriftian tpligion, appears to have been 
barred againft it by the moft obftinate pj?c- 
judices, as much as any man's could pofli- 
bly be ; and from hence we may fairly 
conclude, that nothing lefs than the irre- 
fiftible evidence of his own fcnfes, clear 
from all poflibility of doubt, could have 
bvercome his unbelief. 

Vanity or felf-concck is another circum- 
ftance that for the mofl; part prevails in the 
5charafter of an enthufiaft. If leads men 
bf a warm temper, and religious turn, to 
Ihink themfelves worthy of the fpecial re- 
gard, and extraordinary favours of God ; 
iand the breath of that infpiration to whicli 
they pretend is often no more than the 
wind of this vanity, which puffs them up 
to fuch extravagant imaginations. This 
firongly appears in the writings and lives 
of fome cnthufiaftical heretics^ in the Myf- 
fics both ancient ^nd modern, in many 
founders of Orders and Saints both male 
and female, among the Papifts, in fcvcral 
Proteftant fcftaries of the laft age. All 
the divine communications, illuminations, 
and ecftacics to which they have pretendedi 
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evidently iprung from much fclf-concek^ 
working together with the vapours of me- 
lancholy upon a warm imagination. And 
this is one reafon, bcfidcs the contagious 
iiature of melancholy, or fear, that makes 
cnthufiafm fo very catching among weak 
minds. Such arc moft flrongly difpofed 
Jo vanity; and when they, fee others pre- 
tend to extraordinary gifts, are apt to 
flatter themfclyes that they may partake of 
them as well as thofe whofe merit they 
think no more than their own. Vanity 
therefore may juftly be deemed a princi- 
pal fource of enthufiafm. But that St. Paul 
was as free from, it as any man, I thiink may 
be gathered from all that we fee in his 
writings, or know of his life. Through- 
out his cpiftles there is not one word that 
favors of vanity, nor is any aftion record- 
ed of him, in which the lead ibark of it 
appears. 

In his epiftle to the Ephefians he calls 
himfelf lefs than the least of all faints^ 
Ephef. iii. 8. And to the Corinthians he 
fays, he is the least of the apostles^ and not 
meet to be called an apostle^ bdcaufe he had 
perfecuted the church of God^ i Cor. xv. 
9. In his epifllc to Timothy he fays. 
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*^ This is a faithful faying^ and xvorthy of 
all acceptation^ That Christ Jefus came in» 
to the world to fave finners^ of whom t 
am chief. Howbeit for this caufe I obtain^ 
ed mercy ^ that in me first Jefus Christ might 
fhew forth all longfuffering^for a pattern 
to them which fhould hereafter believe in^ 
him to life everlasting^* i Tim. i. 15, 
16. 

It is true indeed, that in another epiftlc 
he tells the Corinthians, that he was not a^ 
whit behind the very chief est of the apostles j 
a Cor. xi. 5. But the occafion which 
drew from him thcfe words rauft be con- 
fidercd. A falfe teacher by faftion and 
calumny had brought his apoftlefhip to be 
in queUion among the Corinthians. A- 
gainft fuch an attack pot to have affertecj 
^is apostolical dignity, wouldhavebccnabe-- 
irayirig of the oflacc and duty committed to 
himby God, He was therefore conftraincd 
to do himfclf juftice, and not let down that 
charaftcr, upon the authority of which 
the whole fucccfs and cfBcacy of his rainif- 
iry among them de;pendcd. But how did 
Jiedo it I Not with that wontouncfs which 
^ vain man indulges, when he can get any 
opportunity of commending hirafclf; not 
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with a pompous detail of all the amazing 
miracles which he had performed iu differ* 
cnt parts of the world, though he had (o 
fair an occafion of doing it, but with a 
modest and fimple cxpofition of his abun- 
dant labours and fufferings in preaching the 
gofpcl, and barely reminding them, " that 
the figns of an apostle had been wrought 
among them in all patience^ in figns, and 
wonders, and mighty deeds, ^* i Cor. xii, 
12. Could he fay Icfs than this ? Is not 
fuch boafling humility itfclf ? And yet 
for this he makes many apologies, expref- 
fing the greateft uneafmcfs in being obliged 
tofpeak thus of himfelf, even in his own 
vindication, 2 Cor. xi. i, 16, 17, 18, 19, 
30. When in the fame epiftle, and for the 
fame purpofe, he mentions the vifion he 
had of heaven, how modeftly does he do 
it ! Not in his own name, but in the 
third perfon, 1 knew a man in Christ, ^c. 
caught up into the third heaven, 2 Cor. xii. 
2- And immediately after he adds, but 
now I forbear, lest any man Jhould think of 
me above that which he feeth me fp be, or 
that he heareth of me, 2 Cor, xii. 6. How 
contrary is this to a fpirit of vanity ! how 
different from the practice of cnthufiaftic 
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pretenders to captures an4 vifions, who 
never think they can dwell long enough 
upon thofc fubjefts, but fill whole volumes ' 
.with their accounts of them ? Yet St- 
Paul is not fatisfied with this forbearance, 
he adds the confefEon. of fome infirmity, 
which he tells the Corinthians was given to 
him as an allay, thai he might not be above 
meafure exalted through the abundance of 
his revelations^ 2 Cor. xii. 7. I would 
alfo obferve, that he fays this rapture, or 
vifioa of paradifc, happened to him above 
fourteen years before* Now had it been 
the efFeft of a mere enthufiaftical fancy, 
can it be fuppofed that in fo long a period 
of time he would not have bad many moi:c 
raptures of the fame kind ? Would not 
his imagination have been perpetually car- 
rying him to heaven, as we find St. There- 
fa, St. Bridget and St. Catherine were 
carried by theirs ?* And if vanity had 
been predominant in him, would he have 
remained fourteen years in abfolute filence 
upon fo a great a mark of the divine fa- 
vour I No, we fhould certainly have 
feen his cpiftles filled with nothing elfe but 

♦ Sw their works and livM. n^^^\^ 
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Hong accounts of thcfc vifions, conferences 
-v^ith angels, with Chrift, with God Al- 
ihighty, myftical unions with God, and 
ail that we read in the works of thofe faint- 
ed cnthufiafts^ whom I have mentioned be- 
fore. But he only mentions this vifion in 
ahfwer to the falfe teacher who had dif- 
puted his apoftolical povirer, and compre- 
hends it all in three fentences, with many' 
^xcufes fot" being compelled to make any 
mention of it at all, 2 Cor. xii. i, 2, 3, 4, 
5, II. Nor does he take any merit to^ 
himfelf, even from the fuccefs of thofe, 
apoftolical labours which he principally 
boafts of in his epiftle. For in a former one 
to the fame church he writes thus : " Who' 
then is^ Paul, and who is Apollos, but mi- 
nifters by whom ye believed, even as the* 
Lord gave to every man ? I have planted,* 
Apollos watered, but God gave the in- 
crcafe. So then tieither is he that planteth*^ 
any things neither he that " watereth, but' 
God that givcth the increafe."' ' And in 
another place of the fame epiftle he fiiys, 
*^ By the grace of God I am what I am,* 
and his grace which was beftovved upon me^ 
was not in vain, but I laboured more abun- 
dantly than they all : Yet not I ^ but the grace 
efGod which was with me.^* 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
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1 think it liccdlcfs to givcrtidi-cmftahcci 
bf the modefty of St, Paul. Certain I 
am, not 6ne can be given that bears any . 
colour of vanity, or that vanity in par- 
ticular, >vhich fo ftrongly appears. in all, 
enthufiafts, of fetting their imiginary gifts 
above thofe virtues which make the effe^ce . 
bf true religion, and the real excellency 
of a good man, or, in the fcripture phrafc^ 
of a Saint. In his firft epiftle to the Cor^^ 
inthians he.ha^ thefe words. " Though I 
fpeak with the tongues of men and of an- 
gels, and have not charity, I am become^ 
as founding brafs^ or a tinkling cymbal. 
And though i have the gift of prophecy^ 
and underftand all myfteriefe and all know- 
ledge, and though I have all faith, fo that 
1 could remove mountains, and have no 
tharity, 1 am nothing* And though I be- 
llow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned^ and 
have not charity^ it profiteth rac nothing*'^ 
i Cor. ii'm. 2, 3, 4* Is this the langugc 
of cnthufiafm ? Did ever cnthufiaft pfcfer 
that univerfal benvolence which comipre- 
hends all moral virtues, and which 
(as appears by the followingverfes) is meant 
by charity here j did ever cnthufiaft^ I 



(ay, J3refcr that benvolencc io faith and td. 
miracles^ to thofc religious opinions which" 
he had embraced, and to tbofe fupcrna- 
t'Ural graces and gifts which he imagined be: 
had acquired, nay even to the merit of 
martyrdom ? Is it not the genius of enthu- 
iiafm to fee moral virtue infinitely below- 
riic merit of faith, and of al) moral virtues 
to value that lead which is mofl: particularly 
enforced by St. Paul, a fpirit of candour^ 
moderation and peace ? Certainly^ neither 
the tetnperj nor the opinions of a man fub-^ 
jeft to fanatic delufions, are to be found iri 
thispaffage ; but it may bejuflly conchid^ 
cd, that he who could eftctm the value of 
charity fo much above miraculous gifts^ 
eould not have pretended to any fuch giftsr 
if hehad them not in reality; 

Since then it is manifefl from the fore-' 
going examination, that in St. Paul's dif- 
pofition & charaftcr thofc qualities do not 
occur which feem to be uecelfary to form 
an cnthufiaft, ic muft be reafonable to con- 
clude he was none. But aHowing, for argu- 
ment's fake, that all thole qualities were 
to be found in him, or that the heat of liij 
temper alone eotild be a fu^clent fonnda-* 
fion to fupport fuch a fufpicion ; I fliall 
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CD<Jeavour to prove, that he could not 
have irapofcd on himfelf by any power of 
cnthufiafm, cither in regard to the mira- 
cle that caufcd his converfion, or to the 
coufcquential cfFefts of it, or to fomc 
other circumftances which he bears tcfti- 
xnony to in his epiftlcs. 

The power of imagination in clithiafti- 
cal minds is no doubt very ftrong^ but it 
always in conformity to the opinions im- 
printed upon it at the time o^ its working, 
and can no more aft againft them, than > 
rapid river can carry a boat againft the cur- 
rent of its own ft ream. J^ow nothing ca^i 
be mpre certain, than that when Saul fet 
put for Pamafcus with an authoi^ity from 
tjie chief priefts to bring ihe Christians which, 
were there ^ bound to Jerufalem^ A£ts ix, 
'^. an authority folicited by himfelf, and 
granted to him at his own earneft defire, 
his mind was flrongly poffcfled with opin- 
ions againft Chrift and his followers. Tq 
give thofe opinions a more active force his 
paiEons at that time concuned, being in- 
flamed in the higheft degree by the irrita- 
ting confcjoufneis of his paft conduft to- 
wards them, the pride of fnpporting a 
part he had voluntarily engaged in^ andt 
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the credit he found it procured him among 
the chief priefls and rulers, whofe commii^ 
iion he bore. 

If ia fuch a ftate and temper of mind, 
an enthufiafticaJ man had imagined he faw 
:^ vtiion from heaven denouncing the anger 
of God againfl: the Chriflians, & command- 
ing him to pterfccute them without any mer- 
cy, it might be accounted for by the natural 
|>ower of cnthufiafm. But that in the very 
inftantof hfs being engaged in the ficrceft 
and hotteft perfecution againft them, no 
circunlftancc having happened to change 
'h\%' opinions, or aher the bent of his 
idifpofition, he fhould at once imagine 
himfelf called by a heavenly vifion to be 
thcapoftleof Chrift, whom but a moment 
before he deemed an impoftor and a blaf- 
phemcr, that had been juftly put to death 
on the crofs, is in itfclf wholly incrcdi- 
ble, and fo far from being a probable effeft 
of cnthufiafm, that juft a contrary cfFeft 
muft have been naturally produced by that 
caufe. The warmth of his temper carried 
him violently another way, and whatever 
dclunons his imagination could raife to 
impofc on his reafon, muft have been rait 
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jcd at that tunc agreeably fo the not ions 
imprinted upon it, and by which it was 
heated to a degree of cnthufiafm, not in 
dircft contradiftion to all thofc notions, 
while they remained in their full force. - 
This is fo clear a propofition, that I might 
reft the whole argument entirely upon it : 
but ftill farther to fliew that this vifioa. 
could not'be a phantom of St. Paul's own 
creating, I beg leave to obfervc, that he 
was not alone when he faw it ; there were 
many others in company, wbofc fomds 
were no better difpofed than his to, the 
chriftian faiths Could it bepoffible, that 
the imaginations of all thefe men (hould 
at the fame time be fo ftrangely affcfikcd, 
as to make them believe that they faw a 
great light Jhining about them above the 
brighinefs of the fun at noon-dqy^ and heard 
the found oi^i voice from heaven y though noi 
the words which it fpake^ Afts ix. 3. xxii. 9. 
when in reality they neither faw, nor heard 
any fuch thing ? Could they be fo in- 
fatuated with this conceit of their fancy, 
35 \o fall down from their hor/es togcthtt 
with Saul, and he /peechlefs through fear y 
Afts xxvi. 14. ix. 7. when nothing bad 
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.happened extraordinary cither to them or 
to him ? Efpccially confidcring that thij* 
apparition did not happen in the nlghr, 
'whcQ the fenfes are; more cafily impofed 
tjpon, but at mid-dajy. If a fudden fren- 
zy had fcized uponiSaiil, from any dif- 
tempcr of body or ^ind, can we fuppofe 
.his whole company, imen of different con- 
(litutions and underi^ndings, to have been 
at once aife<ftcd in tbb fame manner with 
him, fo that not the dlllerapcr alone, but 
the effeSs of it (hould exactly agree ? If 
all had gone mad together, would not the 
frenzy of fome have taken a different turn, 
and prefented to them different objefts ?• 
This fuppofition is fo contrary to nature 
and all poflibility, that unbelief mufl: find 
fome other folution or give up the point. 

I fhall fuppofe then, in order to try to 
account for this vifion without a miracle, 
that as Saul and his company were jour- 
neying along in their way to Damafcus, an 
extraordinary meteor diH really happen 
which cafl a great light, as fome meteors 
will do, at which rhey being alfrighted fell 
to the ground in rhe manner related. — 
Tbis mii>ht be noiCble, and fear oruiinded 
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on ignorance of fuch phcenomcila, might 
make them imagine it to be a vifion from 
God. Nay even the voice or found thcjr 
heard in the air, might be an explofion at- 
tending this meteor, or at Icaft there arc 
thofe '^^ho would rather recur to fuch a 
fuppofition as this, however incredible, 
than acknowledpre the miracFe. But how 
will thisp account for the diltinft words 
heard by St. Paul, to which he made an- 
fwer ? How will it a<?count for what fol- 
lowed upon it when he came to Damatus, 
agreeably to the fenfe of thofe word$ 
which he had heard ? How came Ananias 
to go to him there, and fay, " He waS 
chofen by God to know his will, and fee 
that Juft one, and hear the voice of his 
mouth?'* Afts xxii. 14. xxvi. 16. Or 
why did he propofe to him to be baptized ? 
What connexion was there between the 
meteor which Saul had feeil, and thefe 
words of Anaiiias ? Will it be faid thai 
Ananias was il:mul enough to take advan- 
tage of the fright he was in at that ap- 
pearance, in order to make him a Chrifti- 
an ? But could Ananias infpire him with 
the vifion in which he faw him before hb 
came I if that vifion \^as the effeft of ima- 



9^ 

giriation, how was it verified fo cxaftly 
in faft ? Afts ix. But allowing that he 
dreatmt by chance of Ananias's coming, 
and that Ananias came by chance too, or, 
if yoil picafe, that having heard of his 

'dream, he came to take advantage of that, 
as well as of the meteor which Saul had 
feen, will this get over the difficulty? 
No, there wasf more to be done. Saul 
iVas ftruck blind, and had bedi fo for three 
. days. Now had this blindnefs been natu- 
ral from the effects of a meteor or light-' 
Hing upon him, it would not have beerf 
poffible for Ananias to heal it, as we find 
that he did, merely by putting his hands 
on him and fpeakiitg a few words, Aftsr 
tx. 17. 18. xxii, 13. This uhdbubted-;^ 
Jy/urpaffed the power of nature; and if 
this was a miracle, it proves the other to' 
have becFl a miracle too, arid a miracle 
done by the fame Jefus Chrift. For Ana- 
nias, when he healed Saul fpoke to hiiri 
thus, ^^ Brother Saulii the Lord^ even Jc^ 

fin that appeared Unto thee in the way as 
thou earnest y has fent me^ that thou might- 
est receive thy fight ^ and be filled ivith th^ 
Holy Ghost.'' Afts hi. 17. And that he 
fovv Chrill both now andzedafecp^this timcj^ 
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appears not only by what he relates A&w 
xxii. 17, i8. but by other paffages, in hia 
cpiftlcs, I Cor. ix. i. xv. 8, From him 
as (he affcrts in many places of his cpiftlcs)| 
he learned the gofpel by immediate reve- 
lation, and by bim he was fent to the 
Gentiles, AAs xxii. 21. xxiii. 11. A- 
mong thofe Gentiles from yeru/alem^ and 
round about to Illyricumj he preached the 
gofpel of Chrirt:, with mighty figns and 
wonders wrought by the power^ of the fpirii 
$f God to make them obedient to his preach^ 
ingy as he teftifies hirafclf in his epiftle to 
ihe Romans, Rom. xv. 19. and of which 
a particular account^is given to us in the 
Afts of the Apoflles; figns and wonders 
indeed, above any power of nature to 
work, or of impoflurc to counterfeit, or 
of enrhufiafm to imagine. Now does not 
ilich a fcries o^ miniculous afts, all confe- 
quential to and dependent upon the firft 
revelation, beyond all poffibility of doubt 
or deceit? And if he could fo have impofcd 
on himfcif as to think that he worked 
them when he did not, fwhich fuppofitioa 
cannot be admitted, if he was not all that 
time quite out of his fenfes) liow could fo 
distempered an enthujiast make fuch a pro^ 
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grcft, as we know that he did in convert 
ing the Gentile world ? If the difScuhies 
which have been (hewn to have obftrufted 
that work were fuch as the ablefl: impof- 
tor could not overcome, how much more 
infurmounrable were they to a madman ? 

It is a much harder taik for unbelievers 
j?o account for the fuccefs of St. Paul, in 
preaching thegofpel, upon the fuppofuion 
of his having been an enthufiaft, than of 
hfe having been an imppftor. Neither of 
thefe fuppofitions can ever account for it; 
hut , the: irapoffibilitjr is more glaringly 
ftrong in this cafe than the other. I could 
enter into a particular examination of aU 
the imraclcs recorded in the Afts to have 
been done by St. Paul, and ftiew that they 
were not of. a nature in which cnthufiafm 
cither in him, or the perfons he worked 
them upon, or the fpeftators, could have 
any part. I will mention only a few. — r 
When he told Elymas the forccrer, at 
Paphos, before the Roman deputy^ thac 
the hand of God ivas upon hhn^ and he 
jhotdd he blind ^ mt feeing the fun for a 
feafon ; and immediately there fell on him a 
mist and a darknefs^ and be went about feek^ 
in^ fome to lead him by the hand, Afts xiii. 
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Ivad cnthufiafm in the doer or fuflfercr alijr 
fliare in this aft ? If Paul^ as an enthufiaft, 
had thVown out this menace; and the cffcd 
had not followed, inftead of converting 
the deputy, as we are told that he did, he 
would have drawn on himfclf hisragc-aod 
contempt. But the efFcft upon Elymat 
could not be caufed by enthufiafm in Paui^ 
much lefs can it be imputed to^ an enthtl& 
aftic belief in that perfon himfclf, of hit 
being ftruck blind, when he was not, by 
thefe words of a man whofe preaching ht 
ftrcnuoufly and bitterly oppofed. Nor caa 
we afcribe the converfion of Scrgius, whkh 
happened upon it, to any cnthufiafm. A 
Roman proconful was not very likely ta 
be an enthufiaft'; but, had he been oecv 
he muft have been • bigottcd to his own 
gods, and fo much the lefs inclined to bo» 
lieve any miraculous power in St. PauL 
When at Troas, a young man named Eu^ 
tychus fell down from a high window^ 
while Paul Svas preaching, and was taken 
up deadj A&% xx. g^couki any cnthufi- 
afm, cither in Paul or the congrcgaitioa 
there prcfcnt, make them believe, that by 
that apoftlc*^ f^lO^ .upon him and em^ 
bracing bim^ ha was rcftorcd to life ? Or 
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coold he ^ho was fo rcflorcd contribute 
any thiug to himfcif, by any power of his 
own imagination? When in the iQe of 
Mdita, where St, Paul was fliipwrecked, 
there (^ame a viper and fastened on. his 
Jkandi which hc.Jhook off, and felt no hartn, 
Jkfts xxviii. was that an ciFcft of enthu- 
fiafm ? An enthufiafl might perhaps have 
bees m^d enough to hope for fafety againfl: 
the bite of a viper without any remedy 
being applied to it; but would that hope 
have prevented his death ? On were the 
barbarous iflanders, to whom this apoftle 
was an abfolute ft ranger, prepared by en^ 
thpfiafm to expeftand believe that any mi- 
racle would be worked to prcferve him ? 
Qn the contrary, when they faw the viper 
hang to his hand, they faid among them- 
fclves, "No doubt this man is. a murde- 
rer, whom, though he hath cfcaped the 
fca, yet, vengeance fufFcreth not to live.'* 
I will add no more inftances : Thefe are 
fufficicqt to fliew, that the miracles told 
of St. Paul can no more be aicribed to en- 
thufiafm than to impofture. 

But moreover, the power of v.orking 
miracles was not confined to St. Paul ; it 
was alfo' communicated to the churches he 
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planted In different parts of the world.— ^ 
In many parts of his firft cpiftlc he tells 
the Corinthians, i Cor. x\L 4, 5. that 
they had among them many miraculbui 
graces and gifts, and gives them direftioht 
for the more orderly ufe of ihcm in rhdr^ 
affembJics* Now, I aflc, whether all that 
he faid upon that head is to be afcribed to 
enthufiafm? If the Corinthians knew that 
they had among them no fuch miraculous 
powers, thfey muft have regarded the au* 
thor of jrhat cpiftlc us a man out of hh 
fenfes, inftead of revering him as an apo- 
file of God- 

If, for inftance, a Quaker (hould, in a 
meetin^^ of his own feit, tell all the pef- 
fons aiicmbled there, that to fome among 
ibem was given the gift of healing by the 
fpirit of God, to others the working ofoiher^ 
tniraclesj to others divers kinds of toTigues } 
they would undoubtedly account him a 
madman, bccaufe they pretend to no fuch 
gilts- If indeed they were only told by 
him, that they were infpired by the fpirit 
of God in a certain ineffable mannCi', 
which they alone could underftand, but 
which did not difcover itfelf by any out- 
v/ard diilinft operations or figns^ they 
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tiitgtit miftakerthe impulfe of ciithuliafm 
for ihe infpiration of the Holy Ghoft ; but 
they could not believe, against ihe convic- 
Hon of their own minds, that they fpoke 
tongues they did nor fpeak, or healed dif- 
tempers they did not heal, or worked 
other miracles, when they worked none. If 
It be faid that the Corinthians might pretend 
to thefe powers, though the Quakers do 
not ; 1 alk, Whether, in that pretenfion, 
they were impoflors, or only entbufiaft;? ? 
If they were impoflors, and St. Paul was 
only fuch, how ridiculous was it for him 
to advife them, in an epiftle writ only t9 
them, and for their own ufe, not to value 
ihemfelves too highly upon thofe gifts ; to 
pray for one rather than another, and pre- 
fer charity to them all ! Do affociates in 
fraud talk fuch a language to one another ? 
But if we fuppofe rhcir pretenfion to dll 
thofc gifts was an effeft of enthufiafm, let 
us confider how it was poffible that he ^nd 
they could be fo cheated by that enthufi- 
afm, as to imagine they had fudi powers 
when they had not. 

Suppofc that enthufiafm could make a 
man think, that he was able, by a word 
©r a touch, to give fight to the blind, ma- 
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tjon to the lame, or life to the dead ; 
would that conceit of his make the blind 
fee, the lame walk, or the dead revive ? 
And if it did not, how could he pcrfift in 
fuch an opinion, or, upon his perfifting, 
efcape being fhut up for a madman ? But 
fuch a raadnefs could not infeft fo many at 
once, as St, Paul fuppofes at Corinth to 
have been endowed with the gift of heal- 
jng, or any other miraculous powers. — 
One of the miraizles which they pretended 
to was the fp^aking of languages they 
never had learned : and St* Paul fays, he 
poffcilefi this gift more than them ally i 
Cof. xiv. 1 8. If this had been ;a delu- 
fion of fancy, if they had fpoke only gib- 
bcrifli, or unmeaning founds, it would 
focn have appeared, when they came to 
make ufc of it where it wasneceffary, viz. 
in converting of thofe who underftood not 
^my language they naturally fpoke. St. 
Paul particularly, who travelled fo far up- 
on that defign, and had fuch occafion to 
ufe it, muft foon have ciifcovercd, that 
this imaginary gift of the fpirit was no 
gift^ at all, but a ridiculous inftance of 
frenzy, which had poffefled both him and 
them. But, if thofe he fpoke to in di-. 
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Vers tongues undcirftood what he faid, arid 
ivcre converted to Chrift by that means, 
how could it be a delufion ? Of all the mi- 
racles recorded in fcripture, none arc more 
clear from any pofEble imputation of being 
the effeft of an cnthufiaftic imagination 
than this : for how could any man think 
that he had it, who had it not; or*, if he 
did think foj not be undeceived when he 
came to put his gift to the proof? Ac- 
cordingly, I do not find luch a power to 
have been ever pretended tp by any cn- 
thufiaft ancient or modern. 

•If then St. Paul, and the church of 
Corinth, were not deceived, ra afcribing 
to themfelves this miracalcms power, but 
teally had it, there is the ftrongefl reafon 
to think, that neither were tUcy deceived 
in the otlier powers to ^hich they pretend- 
ed, as the fame fpirit which gave thenr 
that, ecfually could, afid probably would^ 
give them the others',- to ferve the fame 
holy ends for which that was given. And, 
by confequencc, St. Paul was no cnthu- 
fiaft in what he wrote upon that head to 
the Corinthians, nor in other fimilar inflan- 
ces where he afcribcs to himfelf, or to the 
churches he founded,- any fttpernaturatl 
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graces and gifts* Indeed, they who would 
impute to imagination effefts fuch as thofe 
which St. Paul imputes to the power of 
God attending his miffion, muft afcribc to 
imagination the fame omnipotence which 
he afcribes to God. 

Having thus, I flatter rayfelf, fatisfac- 
toriiy ihcwn, that St, Paul could not be 
an cnthufiaft, who, by the fprce of an 
overheated imagination, impofed on him- 
fclf ; 1 am next to enquire, whether he 
was deceived by the fraud of others, and 
whether all that he faid of himfelf can be 
iij\puted to the power of that deceit ? — 
But I need fay little to (hew the abfurdity 
of this fuppofition. It was morally im- 
polSble for the difciples of Chrift to con- 
ceive fuch a thought, as that of turning 
his perfccutor into his apoftle, and to do 
this by a fraud, in the very inflant of his 
greatefl: fury againd them and their Lord, 
Put could they have been fo extravagant 
as to conceive fuch a thought, it was phy- 
iically impoffible for them to execute it in 
the manner we find his converfion to have 
been efFcGed. Could they produce a light 
in the air, which at mid-day was brighter 
|hari that of the fun? Could they make 



lOl 

Saul hear words from out of that lights 
/V£ls xxii, 9. which were not heard by the 
relt of the compkny ? Could they make 
him blind for three days after that vifion, 
and then make fcales fail off from his eyes, 
and reftorc him to his fi^ht by a wordt^ 
Bey and difpute no fraud could do ihefc 
things ; but much lefs ftill could the fraud 
of others produce thofe miracles fubfe- 
quent to his converfioUj in which he wa$ 
not paflive, but aft ire ; which he did him-, 
felf, and appeals to in his epiftlcs as proofs 
of his divine million, 1 (h^ill then take it 
for granted, that be was not deceived by 
the fraud of others, and that what he faid 
of himfelf cannot be imputed to the pow- 
er of that deceit, no more than to wilful 
impofture, or to enthufiafm ; and then it 
follows, that what he related to have been 
the caufe of his converfion, and to have 
happened in confequcnce of it, did all 
really happen ; and therefore ibe christian 
religion is a divine revelation. 

That this conclufion is fairly and un- 
deniably drawn from the premifcs, I think 
mull be owned, unlcfs fomc probable caufc 
can be ailigncd to account for thofe fafts 
fg authentically related in the Afts qf tho 
1 % 
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Apoftles, and attefted in his epiftles by St^ 
Paul himfelf, other than any of thofc 
which I have confidered ^ and this I ant 
confident cannot be done. It muft be 
therefore accounted for by the power of 
God. That God fhould work miracles 
for the eftablifliment of a moil holy religi- 
on, which, from the ipfuperable difficul-^ 
tics that flood hi the way of it, could not 
have eftablifhed itfelf without fqch affift- 
ance, is no- way repugnant to human rca- 
fon : but that without any miracle fuch 
things fliould have happened, as no ade- 
quate natural caufcs can be affigncd for, is^ 
what human rcafon cannot believe. 

To impute them to magic, or the power 
df daemons, (which was the refource of 
the Heathens and Jews againil the noto- 
riety of the miracles performed by Chrifl: 
and his difciples) is by no means agreeable 
to the notions of thofe, who in this age 
difbelieve Chriilianity. It will therefore' 
be needlefs to Ihew- the weaknefs of that 
fiippofuion : but that fuppofitiotv kfelf is 
no. inconiiderable argument of the truth of 
tlie fafts. Next to the apoftles and evan- 
gelifls, the ftronged wituefles of the un- 
deniable force of that truth^oaigte Celfus 



and Julian, and other ancient opponents 
of the chriftian religion, who were obfigcd 
to folve what they could npt contradi& hj . 
fuch an irrational and abfurd imagination^ 
The difpute was not then between faith 
zrid reafon, but between religion and fuper- 
ftition. Superftition afcribed to cabaliflical 
names, or magical fecrets, fuch operations 
as carried along with them evident marks 
of the divine power: religion afcribed 
them to God^ and reafon declared itfelf on 
that fide of the qaeftion:. Upon what 
grounds then can we now overcurn that 
decifion ? Upon v.hat grounds can we re- 
jeft the unqueftionable teftimony given by 
St. Paul, that he was called by God to be 
a difciplc and apoftle of Chrifl i^ It has 
been fbewn, that we cannot impute it eithei" 
to enthufiafm or fraud : how Ihali we then 
refift the conviftion of fuch a proof ? Doesi 
the doftrine he preached contain any pre- 
cepts againft the law of morality, that na- 
tural law written by God in the hearts of 
mankind f- If it did, I confefs that none of 
tlie arguments I have made ufc of could 
prove inch a doftrine to come from him, — ^ 
But this is (o far from being the cafe, ihut 
even thofe who reject Chriflianiry as a di- ^ 
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vine revelation, acknowledge the morals 
delivered by Chrift and by his apoftles to 
be worthy of Qod. Is it then on account 
of the myfteries in the gofpel that the fafts 
are denied, though fupportcd by evidence 
which in all other cafes would be allowed 
to contain the clearcfl: conviftioa, and can. 
not in this be rejcfted without reducing the 
mind to a (late of abfolute fcepticifm, and 
overturning thofe rules by which we judge 
of all evidence, and of the truth or cre- 
dibility of all other fafts ? But this is plain- 
ly to give up the ufeof our underflandinjy 
where wc arc abltf lo ule it moll prd; 
in order to apply it lo things of uiV*' 
is not a coinpctcnt judge- The 
and rcafous upon which divine wife 
think proper to aft, as well ai tl 
ia which icafts, mulT: often lie 
rcKli of our under (landing ; fc> 
lives and reafons of human 
thcmsimierin which the 
;ire all in the fphere of j 
and upon them we 
uxll- grounded coof " 
fairly propofcd m m 

It ii incoiiiparafc 
rcvcbtiQn from Gl 
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of his providence ihould contara m it mat- 
ters above (he capacity of our minds to 
comprehend, than that St, Paul, or indeed 
any other of ihc apoftlcs, Ihould have 
afted, as we know that they did, upon 
any other foundations than certain know- 
ledge of Chrift's being rifeu from the 
dead; or fliould have fucceeded in tlic 
•work they undertook, without the aid of 
miraculous powers. To the former of 
thefe propofitions I may give my aflent 
without any direft oppofiiion of reafon to 
fa^h; but in admitting the latter I muft 
believe againft all thofe probabilities that 
are the rational grounds of aflent. 

Nor do they who rejeft the chriftian 
religion becaufe of the difficulties which 
occur in its myfteries, confider how far 
that objcftion will go againft other fyftems 
both of religion, and of philofqphy, which 
they themfclves profefs to admit. There 
are in Deifm itfelf, the moft fimple of all 
religious opinions, feveral difficulties for 
which human reafon can but ill^ccount; 
which may therefore be not improperly 
ftiled articles of faith. Such is the ori- 
gin of evil under the government of an 
^ll-good and all-powerful God, a queftiou 
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{o hard, that the inability of folving it id 
a fatisfaftoTf mafincr to their apprchcn- 
fions, has driven feme of the greatcft phi- 
lofopbcrs idto the monftrous and fenfelefs 
opinions of Manicheifm and Atbeifm.— • 
Such is the recondh'ng the prefcience of 
God with the free-wil)of man, which, af- 
ter much tho>ught on the fubjeft, Mr. 
Locke fairly confeiTes he could not do,* 
though he acknowledged bothj and what 
Mr* Locke could not do, in reafoning up^- 
on fubjefts of a metaphyfical nature, I am 
apt <o think, few men, if afiy, can hope 
to perforn^^ 

Such h alfo the creation of the world 
id eny fuppofed time, or the eternal pro- 
dudhn of it from God ; it being almofl 
equally hard, according to mere philofo- 
phical notions, either to admit that the 
goodnefs of God could remain unexerted 
through all cternrty before the time of 
fuch a creation, let it, be fet back ever fo 
far, or to conceive an eternal productions 
-which words, fo applied, are inconfiftcnt 
and contradiftory terms ; the folution com- 
monly gfven by a comparifon to the ema- 
liation of light from the fun not being ad' 

* See his Leuer to Mr. Molyiieux, page 509. v. 3. 
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equate to it, or juft; for light is a quality 
inherent in fire, and naturally cmaning 
from it; whereas matter is, not a quality 
inherent in or emaning from the divine ef- 
fcnce, but of a different fubftance and na- 
ture, and if not independent and felf-ex- 
ifting, mud have been created by a mere 
aft of the divine will; and, if created, 
then not eternal, the idea of creation im- 
plying a time when the fubstance created 
did not exist. But if to get rid of this diflSir 
culry, vft: have recourfe, as many of the 
^ncicnt philofophers had, to the indepen- 
dent existence of matter^ then we muft ad- 
niit two felf-existing principles^ which is 
quite inconfiftent with genuine Tbcifra or 
natural reafon. Nay, could that be ad- 
mitted, it would not yet clear up the 
doubt, unlefs we fuppofe not only the 
eternal exiftence of matter, independent 
of God, but that it was from eternity in 
the order and beauty we fee it in now, 
wiiliQUt any (Agency of the divine power ; 
otherwife the fame diflGiculty will always 
occur, why it was not before put into that 
oder and ftate of perfection ; or how the 
goodncfs of God could long remain in 
^ ftate of inaftion, exerted and unemplop 



ed. For were the tinRe of fiicl^ art excW 
tion of it put baclc ever fo far, if, inflcad 
of five or fix thoufand years, we were to 
fuppofe millions of millions of ages to have 
paffcd fmce the world* was reduced out 
of a chaos to an harmonious and regular 
form^ ftill a whole eternity muft have pre- 
ceded that date, (turing which the divine 
attributes did not exert themfclves in that 
beneficent work, fo fuitablc to them, that 
the conjeftures of human reafon can find 
no caufe for its being delayed. 

But bccaufe of thefc difficulties, or any 
dtber that may occur in the fyftem of De- 
ifm, no. wife man will deny xhcbehr^u^ 
God, or his b^nitewifdom, goodncfs^ ' 
j>ower^ which are proved by fuch cvic' 
as carries the clearefl: and ilrongc^ 
viftion, and cannot be rcfufed wirl: 
volving the mind in far greater diF 
even in downright abfurdiMe^^ii^ 
bill ties. The only pan thr 
be taken, is to account ij 
that our weak reafon 

* By the worUI I do nornm 
wihole mstrnaFuDivprftef \\\\\\ 
ated spirits fell uoder the tan 
kUo have had a bcgJnnjr.gi l' 
eiernicy mu>i have iirtctdi, J.. 
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fudi fceming obje^^tons ; and were tbathil^ 
to acknowledge its weeknefs, and acquiefce 
under the certainty, that our very imper* 
k& knowledge or judgment cannot be the 
meafure of the divine wifdom, or the uni- 
verfal ftaildard of truth. So likewife it 
is with refpeft to the Christian Religion. 
Some difficulties occur in that revelation 
\irhich human reafon can hardly clear ; but 
as the truth of it ftands upon evidence fo 
ilrong and convincing, that it cannot be 
denied without much greater difficulties 
than thofe that attend the belief of it, 2& 
I have before endeavoured to prove, we 
ought not to rejeft it upon fuch objeftions, 
however mortifying they may be to oiur 
pride. Thai indeed would have all things 
made plain to us, but God has thought 
proper to proportion our knowledge tp 
our wants J not our pride. AW that coiv 
ceras our duty is clear ; and as to other 
points cither of natural or revealed reli- 
gion, if he has left fome obfcurities In 
Sicm', is that any reafonable caufe of com- 
plaint ? Not to rejoice in the benefit of 
what he has gracioufly allowed us to know, 
from a prefumptuous difguit at our inca^ 

^ Digitized by Google 



no 
pacity (rficnowing iiiofc, is as abfnrd as it 
would be to rcfufc to walk^ btcwfc wt 
cannot Jly. . . 

From the arrogant ignorance of iheta* 
phyikal reafbnings, aiming. at > matters a- 
bove our knowledge arofe all the fpecula* 
tive impiety, and many of the worft fu- 
pcrftitions of the old Heathen world, be- 
fore the gofpel was preached to bring man 
back again to the primitive faith ; and from 
the fame fource have fmce flowed fome of 
the greateft corruptions of the evangelical 
truth, and the mofl: inveterate prejudices 
againft it : an effeft juft as natural as for 
our eyes to grow weak, and even blind, 
by being ftrained to look at objcfts too 
diftant, or not made for them to fee. 

Are then our intelleftual faculties of no 
ufe in religion ? Yes, undoubtedly, of the 
moft neceffary ufe, when rightly employ- 
ed. The proper employment of them is 
to diftinguifh its genuine doftrines from 
others crroneoufly or corruptly afcribed 
to it ; to confider the importance and pur- 
port of them, with the conneftion they 
bear to one another; but firft of all to ex* 
amme with the ilri£tdl attention the evi^ 
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dence by which religion is proved inier/iaf 
as wiell as externaL If the external cvi* 
dence be convincingly ftroog, and there is 
no internal proof of its falfehood, but 
much to fupport and confirm its trutb^ 
then furely no difficulties ought to prevent 
our giving a full aflent suid belief to it. 
It is our duty indeed to endeavour to find 
the beft^ folutions we can to them ; but 
where no fatisfaftory ones are to be found§ 
it is no Jcfe-oiir duty to acquiefce with ho* 
mility, and believe that to be right which 
we know is above us^ and belonging to a 
wiidcMU fuperior to ours. - 

Nor let it be faid, that this will be an 
argument' for the admitting all doctrines, 
however abfurd, that may have been graft- 
ed upon the Chriftian faith-: thofc which 
can plainly be proved not to belong to it, 
fall not under the - reafoning I haye laid 
down ; (and certainly none do belong to it 
which contradift either our cl^ar, intuitive 
knowledge, or the evident principles and 
diflatcs of reafon) I fpcak only of diffi- 
culties which attend the belief of the gof- 
pel in fome of its pure and effential doc- 
trines, plainly and eyidently delivered 
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ttkcre, \rhich being made known to us by 
a revelation fupported by pfoois that our 
reafon ought to admit, and not being foch 
things as it can certainly know to be hl(c^ 
muft be received by it as obicifts df faithj^ 
though they are fuch as it could m>t beve 
difcovered by any natural means, and hch 
as are difficult to be concetved, or fatisiac^ 
tdrily explained by hs limited powers. If 
the glorious light of the go/pel be ibmetimes 
overcaft with clouds of doubt, fo is the 
light of our reafon too. Bqt fk^ we de-* 
prive ourfelves of the advantages of either, 
becaufe thofe clouds cannot perhaps be tn^ 
f irely removed while we remain in tbismor- 
tal life ? Shall we obftinately^and ftoward- 
ly fliut our eyes againft that day fprmg from 
sn high that has vifited tis^ becaufe wc arc 
not as yet able to oear the full blaze of bts 
beams ? Indeed, not even in heaven itfelf, 
not in the higl^ft ftate of perfedioD to 
which a finite being can ever attam, will 
all the cpunfels of Providence, all the height 
and the depth of the infinite wifdom of 
God, be ever difclofed or underftood.— 
Faith even then will be neceflary, and 
there wifi be mj^caries^^wMcb cumot be pc- ^ 
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netrated by the mod exalted archangel, 
and truths which cannot be known by him 
otherwife than from revelation, or believed 
upon any other ground of affent, than a 
fubmiffivc ccMifidence in the divine wifdom, 
Whaft, then, ihall man prefume that his 
weak and narrow underilanding isfufficient 
to guide him into all truth, without any 
need of revelation or faith ? Shall he com- 
plain that the ways (f God are not like his 
ways^ and past his finding out? Triie phi- 
lofophyy as well as true Chriftianky, would 
teach us a wifer and modefter part. It 
would teach us to Jbe content within thofe 
bounds which God has af&gned to us, cast- 
it^ down imaginations^ and every high thing 
that exaketh itfelf against the knowledge of 
God^ ^nd bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Qhrist. 2 Cor. x. 5. 
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